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The Worst Yankee Team to Win the Pennant

©By Frank Vaccaro

There was a rain of contenders upon first place teams from May to July in the American League in 1951. And when the storm broke and the clouds lifted, July 21, four teams were just points under .600, all bunched within one-half game of first place. After that there were more ties for first place between two teams than in any other pennant race.

 
It seemed clear when the season opened that the Yankees would not win again. Wonder boy Ed Ford was in the service and Joe DiMaggio¹s sore shoulder, stiff neck, spurred heel, and wrenched knees often turned his lashing slap-hammer stroke into a defensive waggle. Two AL opponents had a new look: Cleveland with Al Lopez and Chicago with the maverick Paul Richards. The A¹s Connie Mack stepped down for Jimmy Dykes and Boston¹s Steve O¹Niell would manage his first full year with a healthy Ted Williams. Red Rolfe¹s Detroit Tigers were young and hungry, especially after leading the AL race for most of the summer of 1950.

[image: image7.png]



But New York, with rookies Mickey Mantle leading off and Jackie Jensen batting sixth, opened the season 14-4.  Still in first 

place on May 14, the Yankees began their first homestand of which they would win 10 of 12. Another rookie, Gil McDougald, destined

 for the AL rookie of the year honors, was hitting .400. Steady Eddie Lopat, the original lefthanded junkballer, opened the year 8-0.

The first team to catch fire and ram New York was the White Sox. On the last day of April Paul Richards traded for a charcoal-skinned Cuban whom he had seen tear up the P.C.L. in 1950. For two months Minoso was the toast of the League. 

Beginning May 15 Chicago reeled off 11 consecutive wins with Minoso the catalyst and a boyish secondbaseman with a baseball sized tobacco chaw named Nelson Fox. Fox batted .440 with power during the streak and the Go-Go Chisox of the ‘50s were born. 

After the Yankees fine homestand, Chisox starter Saul Rogovin, picked up from Detroit during the winning streak, beat the Browns with a two-hitter to make the streak 12 and tie for first. These next games were the Memorial Day doubleheaders. Chicago swept the Browns to make the streak 14 while New York got swept by Boston. Junior Stephens got the game winning hit each game, the first a 15-inning homerun of Frank Shea, a shot that knocked the Yanks into second place for a month 

Continued on page 8


Letter From A Reader

July - 21- 2001 

NYC SABR 

Thank you for the edition of the SABR New York City issue --- read with interest Paul Tarr's article on the Greatest teams of the 20th Century and his vote for the 1939 Yanks -- which I agree was a great team -- which got a boost from Atley Donald and Steve Sundra TWO rookie pitchers, who had a great season. 

But I always had a warm spot for the 1932 Yankees --- that year in July and August, I saw every game played at the Stadium. My mother had died --- and I was an only child; I was at the time 10 years old. So my father gave me 75 cents daily which was a lot of money in 1932 --- to go to the Stadium and sit in the right field Bleachers, right back of Babe Ruth and listen to the old-time fans talk Baseball --- it was a real education. 

So those 1932 Yanks were my favorite team --- great players --- a team that went through a 154-game schedule without being shut out, won 107 games (13 games ahead of the Philadelphia A's), clean sweep of the Cubs in the World Series and had ten future Hall of Famers --- and the Cubs had four. 

Yours in Good Sports, 

Walter C. Robertson 

West Hempstead, NY
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Update of  "The Greatest Team of the 20th Century - A Vote for the 1939 New York Yankees"

©By Paul Tarr 

  In my article, "The Greatest Team of the 20th Century - A Vote for the 1939 New York Yankees", there was a typo in one of my sources in the total number of American League games on the road.  It involved only two games but it did make a minor difference in my American League Runs per Game Averages. The changes can be seen here (below) although the analysis was not affected. 

Total Road Runs per Game 6.36 7.80*

Opponents Runs per Game 3.66 3.93

Runs per Game Difference 2.70* 3.87*

*20th Century Major League Record

The difference in total runs was 411, also a record for the 20th century. No other team broke the 400 run difference barrier. Importantly, the total run difference was driven by the team’s road record. My third criterion is that the team be dominant offensively. For a team, offensive dominance is reflected in runs scored. The way I measure dominance is to compare the team’s run’s scored to the average level for the league.  

Total Road Runs per Game/Team 6.36 7.80*

Runs per Game/League 5.21 5.32

Runs per Game/Difference 1.15 2.48*

*20th Century Major League Record

The 1939 New York Yankees led their league in Runs per Game Difference. They set a 20th century road record for both Team Runs per Game and Runs per Game Difference.

My fourth criterion is that the team be dominant in its pitching. For a team, pitching dominance is reflected in fewest runs allowed to the opposition. I again compare the team’s runs allowed to the average level in the league.

Total Road Opponents Runs per Game/Team 3.66 3.93

Opponents Runs per Game/League 5.21 5.09

Opponents Runs per Game/Difference -1.55* -1.16

*20th Century Major League Record

This topic is of renewed interest to me because of the Seattle Mariner's record.  They currently meet all of the regular season criteria I established and, if they win the World Series in a dominant fashion, could challenge the 1939 New York Yankees as the greatest team, with one exception, they are a 21st Century Team. 

NY SABR At Its Best

        In the most recent eNews that gets sent to 400+ readers in our NYC area, there were 2 Research Requests from non-members who were directed toward our Casey Stengel Chapter for help in their quests. One was brief; the other was perhaps a bit too long, but it was that very long email request for assistance which was answered so admirably by Jim Charlton.

        Whadda Guy!

        In a series of email correspondence (which he generously shared with me), Jim provided answers as well as background for the seeker. He also guided her further so that her "detective work" in trying to establish the baseball connection of an Asian-American in her family would be historically accurate.

        It makes me so proud when I witness this kind of research response to a request for help. I never met Jim but he was a glimmer of light for me in the recent dark days --- encouraging me to continue printing the occasional research request directed to our Chapter.

        Similarly, Cliff Blau was publicly thanked on SABR-L for his immediate response to a research request, and the light shone brighter--- way to go, fellas! Thanks!

Evelyn Begley, editor

The Old Hidden-Ball Trick, New York Style

©By Bill Deane


As a researcher, I have been “collecting” successful executions of the hidden-ball trick for the past dozen years or more.  After I gave a presentation at the 2001 Cooperstown SABR regional meeting, I was followed to the mike by Gold Glove third baseman Clete Boyer.  Clete recalled joining the New York Yankees in 1959, riding the bench, and – to pass the time – practicing the art of concealing the ball.  Long-time New York coach Frankie Crosetti looked on with disdain.  “This is the Yankees,” Crosetti harrumphed.  “We don’t do that here.”


Interesting words, coming from a man who – as a Yanks’ shortstop two decades earlier – pulled off the trick at least four times!


The Dickson Baseball Dictionary defines the hidden-ball trick as “A time-honored legal ruse in which a baseman conceals the ball and hopes that the runner believes it has been returned to the pitcher.  When the runner steps off the base, he is summarily tagged out with the hidden ball.”  

The trick is almost as old as baseball itself.  It is said to date back to the 1869 Red Stockings, and certainly was in usage by the 1870s.  It has happened to end games and to complete triple plays.  It cost a Hall of Famer a managing job, and it even happened in a World Series.  Today, with TV monitors in the dugouts and professional coaches at the bases, the play is still pulled off about once a year.  

SABR member Eric Sallee gives a good explanation of what is required for the play to be successful, saying “the sun, the moon, and the stars all have to be in alignment in order for it to work:

Play can not be ‘dead,’ i.e., time is not ‘out’;

The pitcher can not be touching or straddling the pitching rubber [until 1897, there were no restrictions on the pitcher, as far as taking his position without the ball];

The umpire has to be alerted or paying attention;

A bonehead runner must be willing to take a lead off a bag before the pitcher toes the slab; and

The bonehead runner’s teammates and base coaches all have to be asleep, as well.”

It took the better part of a decade for the number of entries my list to reach double digits.  Then came my big breakthrough: contact with Retrosheet, a non-profit sub-committee of SABR, run by David W. Smith and David Vincent, and vitally assisted by dozens of other volunteers.  Other individuals who have been particularly helpful include, alphabetically, Greg Beston, Cliff Blau, Steve Boren, Jim Charlton, Clem Comly, John Gecik, Mike Grahek, Billy Hitchcock, Marc Okkonen, Tom Ruane, Joseph St. George, Lyle Spatz, and Rich Thurston.  

To date, with considerable help from these and others, I have documented more than 100 successful executions of the HBT in the major leagues (with admittedly dozens, if not hundreds, yet to be found).  

How is the play done?  Often, it follows a sacrifice bunt, where the second baseman covers first to retire the batter; he then keeps the ball and returns to his position, hoping to catch the advanced runner, whose back had been to the play. 

Many a baserunner has been duped by the old “step off the base so I can kick the dirt off it” ploy.  In the days before large gloves, the most common hiding place was the armpit. 

As we might expect, since there is no coach at second base, and two fielders with the potential of pulling it, the play occurs there most often – more than half the time, in fact.  

Of 115 documented instances, 37 were completed by a second baseman, 26 by a shortstop.  First base was the site 26 times and third base, 26.  The pitcher has to be savvy, too, so as not to give the play away, or be called for a balk.  

Among the acknowledged masters of the play were Babe Pinelli, Willie Kamm, Tony Cuccinello, Billy Hitchcock, Joe Adcock, Gene Michael, and Marty Barrett.  I’ve documented four tricks apiece by Pinelli, Cuccinello, and Michael; three each by Hitchcock, Adcock, and Barrett; and a pair apiece for Honus Wagner, Bill Coughlin, Miller Huggins, Bob Fisher, Marty McManus, Leo Durocher, Connie Ryan, Jeff Treadway, Delino DeShields, and Matt Williams.

Often times the target is a rookie, but among the victims are Hall of Famers Cap Anson, Joe Kelley, Max Carey, Eddie Collins, Harry Heilmann, Rabbit Maranville, Chick Hafey, Earl Averill, Lou Boudreau, Jimmie Foxx, Billy Williams, Orlando Cepeda, and Willie Mays, and future honoree Rickey Henderson.  And Heilmann can share the blame with another Hall of Famer:  when Harry was nabbed at third base by the Browns’ McManus in 1926, Ty Cobb was coaching just a few feet away!

Following are documented and reported tricks executed by New York players:


June 17, 1884 – According to The Sporting Life, Buffalo first baseman Dan “Brouthers, in one of the games with Chicago last week, worked a very old trick on [Billy] Sunday.  The latter had made a good base hit and was safe on first.  The guileless Daniel had thrown the ball back to [pitcher Billy] Serad (in his mind), when Sunday slipped off the bag.  Dan jerked the ball from under his arm and touched him out before the Chicago right fielder knew what happened.  Any player stupid enough to be caught in that manner deserves a fine.”  Buffalo won the National League game, 8-7 in ten innings. 


Brouthers also pulled off the play in August 1881, although I haven’t yet pinned it down.  It supposedly happened in a Buffalo at Cleveland game (possible dates: August 20, 23 or 25), and is well-described in the Chicago Tribune (in an item reprinted from the Cleveland Voice):  “Buffalo’s Big Brouthers played an old but successful trick on (Billy) Taylor, Cleveland’s ‘fresh’ left-fielder.  Taylor overran first base, and while returning saw Brouthers apparently throw the ball to (Pud) Galvin, the pitcher.  Galvin faced the batsman, as if to pitch the ball, and Taylor innocently touched first base and stepped off a pace again.  Brouthers, who had the ball under his armpit, quietly reached out and touched Taylor.  The umpire said ‘out,’ Taylor hung his head and walked home, nine Buffalos ‘snickered,’ and 700 Cleveland people said something which doesn’t look well in print.” 


July 18, 1929 – In the ninth inning, Dodgers’ rookie second baseman Billy Rhiel held the ball, then flipped to shortstop Dave Bancroft to put out the Cubs’ Riggs Stephenson.


August 29, 1937 – According to the New York Times, “When Crosetti sprang the hidden-ball trick on Gerald Walker in the fifth, an alert move, incidentally, which gummed a promising Tiger rally right in the middle, it marked the fourth time in two seasons that Frankie has caught somebody napping at second base.  What hurt even more was that two of his previous victims were also Tigers.”  The Sporting News said “Crosetti worked the hidden ball trick on Walker in the fifth inning – the third time in two years that the New York shortstop had made such a play at Navin Field.”  The Yankees won, 7-4.  Ironically, it was the first anniversary of a play in which Walker had badly spiked Crosetti.
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None of Cro’s other three plays has yet been unearthed by my research.  Crosetti also is said to have duped Red Sox’ Hall of Famer Joe Cronin sometime between 1935-45.  According to A Rooter’s Guide to the Red Sox, self-published by Harold Kaese in 1974, “Joe Cronin’s embarrassment was double-fold when Frank Crosetti of the Yankees caught him on the hidden ball trick: ‘It’s humiliating.  I taught it to him in San Francisco.’”  

Crosetti, asked about it at age 90 in 2001, answered with clear, strong handwriting, if imperfect spelling: “I do not remember to much about it.  One thing, Cronin never taught it to me.  Looking back now, it was a dirty trick and should have been abolised right away.”


May 12, 1948 – According to The Sporting News, “Johnny Vander Meer, losing pitcher in the game with the Dodgers, May 12, was the victim of the hidden ball trick in the fifth inning.  After he had doubled, Claude Corbitt bounced a single over Billy Cox’ head, but Vandy held second.  (Brooklyn shortstop) Pee Wee Reese retrieved the ball, without the Cincinnati southpaw noticing, and tagged Vander Meer out when he stepped off the base.”


1951 – Not one of my substantiated ones, but the Yankees’ Phil Rizzuto reportedly nailed Boston’s Walt Dropo, after Dropo had hit a double off the Green Monster.  Eliminated were all possible dates except May 30 (first game) and September 22, 1951, but no confirmation was found. 


July 27, 1963 – Mets’ first baseman Frank Thomas caught the Colt .45s’ Jimmy Wynn in the second inning.  Wynn, 21, had made his big league debut earlier that month.


September 20, 1963 – According to The Sporting News, “Outfielder Ken Harrelson of the Athletics was the embarrassed victim of the hidden-ball trick at Yankee Stadium, September 20.  He singled in the eleventh inning of a twin-bill opener and advanced to second on a sacrifice.  Believing the ball had been returned to the mound, Ken stepped off the bag and was tagged by Pedro Gonzalez, the Yankee second baseman, who had hidden the ball in his glove.  The Yankees won, 5-4 in 13 innings.”  Gonzalez – like Harrelson, a rookie – played only seven games in the field all season.


September 12, 1966 – Mets’ rookie shortstop Bud Harrelson and second baseman Ron Hunt worked the HBT on the Dodgers’ Lou Johnson in the sixth inning.


September 17, 1968 – Yankees’ shortstop Gene Michael nailed Tigers’ rookie Tom Matchick in the seventh frame.


June 28, 1969 – Yanks’ shortstop Michael got the Indians’ Zoilo Versalles in the sixth frame.  


June 13, 1970 – Michael strikes again!  According to Street & Smith’s 1971 Official Baseball Yearbook, “Kansas City’s talented sophomore Lou Piniella started the sixth inning with a double and scored the tying run on a single by Joe Keough.  While Keough was congratulating himself for getting Kansas City back in the game, (Yankees’ shortstop Gene) Michael palmed the relay from the outfield.  Keough, concentrating on the pitcher (Gary Waslewski), took his lead and Michael then stepped in and tagged the embarrassed Keough.”  According to The Sporting News, “Gene’s mates call him Stick because of his build, but many opponents refer to him as Slick for the bag of tricks he unfolds.  Joe Keough of Kansas City was the latest victim of Gene’s hidden-ball stunt recently … He does it with a sheepish grin.  ‘I’d never do it just to embarrass a guy,’ Michael said.  ‘If it might help win a game, then I’ll try it.  I guess all’s fair in love or war.’”  We can only wonder what Frankie Crosetti thought.


July 27, 1970 – According to The Sporting News, “Gene Michael pulled the hidden ball trick for the second time this year and it helped beat the Angels.  He got pinch-runner Jarvis Tatum, to blunt an Angel rally.”  According to Street & Smith’s 1971 Official Baseball Yearbook, “Jarvis Tatum was put in to run in the ninth inning of a tie game when Yankee pitcher Mel Stottlemyre was in a jam.  Jarvis represented the winning run.  Michael palmed the ball and bluffed Jarvis back to second.  Michael then strolled back to second and Jarvis, intent on Stottlemyre, didn’t bother going back to second base.  Michael put the tag on and the inning was over.  The Yanks won with three runs in the 10th… ‘I make sure the second base umpire knows I’m going to pull the hidden ball trick,’ Michael said.  ‘If you don’t warn the umpire, it could get a little confusing.  I must say the umpires have been great actors.  It’s tough to keep a straight face when it’s going on.’”  

May 6, 1978 – Yankees’ second baseman Willie Randolph nabbed the Rangers’ Bump Wills in the first inning.  Two years later, Randolph would join Orlando Cepeda as the only known players to be both victim and perpetrator of the trick.

Anyone with information about or leads to successful hidden-ball tricks executed in the major leagues is asked to bring them to the attention of the author at PO Box 47, Fly Creek, NY  13337; (607) 547-5786; DizDeane@USADatanet.net.

Bill Deane, SABR member since 1982, has earned the honor of the SABR SALUTE (see Directory, p. 17), and has authored hundreds of articles, 7 books, and has worked for National Baseball Library (1986-1994) in Cooperstown as a Senior Research Associate.

The Brooklyn Superbas

(part  1)

©By Mark Armour

In 1898, the Brooklyn Trolley Dodgers finished tenth in the 12-team National League, 46 games behind the champion Boston Beaneaters.  This was no doubt a disappointment to the cranks in Flatbush, but it was not altogether a surprise – they had finished 33 and 32 games in arrears in the prior two seasons.   

As the 1899 season was about to begin, the Brooklyn Daily Eagle was nonetheless able to suggest, without blushing, that the Brooklyn entry might just be the greatest National League team ever, better than the great Chicago teams of the 1880s or even the more recent teams from Baltimore and Boston.  It had obviously been an interesting off-season for the Dodgers.  Therein lies a tale.

In 1892, for the first time in ten years, the National League was the only major league.  In 1890, there had been three major leagues, but the stronger ownership of the NL was able to prevail over the Players League, which lasted only the single season, and the American Association, which survived for ten.  Technically, the Association, after dropping its four weakest members, “merged” with the NL and formed something called “The National League and American Association of Professional Baseball Clubs”.  But no one called it that – it was called The Big League, or just The League.  This had been a “war”, and the clear winner of that war was the National League.

In accord with the times (this was, after all, the age of Rockefeller, Carnegie, Frick and Morgan), team owners were likely never more on center stage than they were in the 1890s.  Arthur Soden in Boston, John T. Brush in Cincinnati, Charles Byrne in Brooklyn, Andrew Freedman in New York, Harry Von der Horst in Baltimore – these were capable and successful men.  It is likely that all that these men needed was a strong leader, but that is something they did not have.  The league president, Nick Young, operated more like a secretary, with no authority or inclination to do much of anything.  The NL was made up of a bunch of people looking out for themselves, and the results were predictable.


There were several issues that served to divide the league into factions.  The small market teams were able to band together and win an even split of gate receipts between the home and visiting team, an uneven split of the war debt – the league had had to buy out the four dissolved Association teams – and the option to play ball on Sunday.  But the biggest problem facing the Big League was that it was too darn "Big".  In every era of baseball history there have been bad teams, but only in the 1890s might those teams finish in 12th place.  Louisville, in fact, never rose above ninth or closer to first than 28 games.  Washington never did better than 32 games behind the leader.  It was hard enough to sell anything during very tough economic times, but fans showed little interest in watching so many uncompetitive teams.

John T. Brush, in Cincinnati, thought the problem was the conduct and language of the players.  Although the Orioles of the 1890s have been romanticized for all of their scientific play on the field, they were also a bunch of vulgar and violent hoodlums.  They were not alone.  Brush devised a set of puritanical rules that all players had to abide by.  An obscene word directed within earshot of a spectator would result in a hearing and, presumably, punishment.  In the event, the rules weren’t enforced and therefore weren’t honored. 

Andrew Freedman had an altogether different solution to the sagging interest and attendance.  In 1899, he suggested that the league owners form a “trust”, with all owners holding a percentage, depending on their market size, of the single conglomerate.  The teams in the biggest cities – like Freedman’s Giants – would get most of the best players, and the teams in the smallest cities would be dropped from the league.  Freedman was suggesting, in effect, that the owners drop the silly pretense of competition and cooperation, and run baseball like a true business.  He also wanted an annual redistribution of talent, to insure that some small market team didn’t suddenly get too good.  The minor leagues would also be strictly controlled.  

The plan wasn’t absurd – most industries had done or were trying to do similar things in the 1890s – and the league might even have considered it if it hadn’t been Freedman’s idea.   Since Andrew had spent the last five years insulting and belittling the other owners (along with his players and managers and the press), most of his fellow magnates thought it was silly.  (Boston’s Soden and Philadelphia’s John Rodgers being exceptions).  In the end the whole idea died fairly quickly.

The notion did not.  One could hardly get 12 teams to agree on anything at all, much less on forming a single company.  Getting two teams to band together would prove much easier to accomplish.

One man who got it to happen was Frank Robison, owner of the Cleveland Spiders.  Upset at the attendance of his team, which had generally been competitive, he bought the St. Louis Browns at auction after the 1898 season.  The Browns had been a great team in the old Association, but had been anything but in their seven years in the League – the 1898 team had finished 63.5 games out of first place.  The fortunes of the team had matched those of their owner, Chris Von der Ahe, for whom life was one long party in the 1880s, and whose senseless spending and living had led to debt and personal disgrace in the 1890s.

Robin now owned two teams, and he wanted the one in St. Louis to be the good one.  He promptly transferred the contracts of Cy Young, Jesse Burkett, Patsy Tebeau and others to the Browns, and the press appropriately dubbed his Cleveland team “the Leftovers”.  Though the Browns rose to fifth in 1899, the Leftovers finished with 20 wins and 134 losses, the worst record in major league history.


The Brooklyn Dodgers had not been altogether successful of late either.  After two straight seasons finishing more than 30 games out of first, Charlie Ebbets had taken control of the team upon the death of Charlie Byrne in January 1898, though Ferdinand Abell still held the majority stake in the team.  Ebbets had worked for the team for fourteen years, and it could be said that gaining control was the culmination of a dream.  He built his team a new ballpark, Washington Park, located in the heart of Brooklyn, and he expected the faithful to flock there to see his Dodgers.  

The faithful did not cooperate, and Ebbets lost more than $20,000 his first year.  He employed a succession of managers, including himself, but could not prevent the team from falling to tenth place.  The team had only three regulars hit over .250 – outfielders Fielder Jones, Mike Griffin and Jimmy Sheckard.  They had three league average pitchers – Brickyard Kennedy, Jack Dunn, and Joe Yeager - and a few lousy ones.

Meanwhile, the legendary Baltimore Orioles, led by manager Ned Hanlon and stars Willie Keeler, Joe Kelley, John McGraw, and Hugh Jennings, were also struggling.  After three straight championships in 1894 through 1896, the team had slipped to second place the next two seasons.  This was no disgrace – the first place Bostons were a marvelous team – but the fans of Baltimore had apparently gotten spoiled.  Attendance had dropped dramatically once the Orioles were no longer winning pennants every year.  In 1898 only 123,000 fans showed up at Union Park, less than half the number of the previous year.

The principal owner of the Orioles was Harry Von der Horst, who made his fortune brewing and selling beer in Baltimore.  Unusual for his time, Harry stayed out of the baseball business completely, allowing his manager Ned Hanlon, who also owned a piece of the team, to find and manage the players.  It worked quite well, as the Orioles became one of the legendary teams in baseball history.

Sources differ as to whose idea it all was, but in early 1899 the ownerships of the Brooklyn and Baltimore baseball companies exchanged stock so that they equally shared control of the two teams.  Von der Horst and Abell now owned 40% of each team, and Hanlon and Ebbets 10% of each.  Hanlon was essentially the general manager of both clubs but would now manage the Dodgers.


The former city of Brooklyn had recently become a borough of New York, and would soon be connected to the mass transit system.  Essential to the baseball syndicate was the understanding between all parties that there was potential for many more fans in Brooklyn, and that it was therefore much more important that the Dodgers be a good team.  So Hanlon wanted to transfer all of the Oriole stars to play in Brooklyn, and send some of Brooklyn’s lesser players to Baltimore in exchange.  From a business perspective, this made sense.  The value of the Brooklyn team and ballpark was much higher, and the exchange of players was intended, in part, to compensate for that.

Willie Keeler was thrilled with the deal – he grew up and lived in Brooklyn, and he had long been a hero to the fans there.  Kelley and Jennings both expressed reservations, but reluctantly went along with the new reality.  McGraw and Wilbert Robinson, who were partners of a thriving pool hall in Baltimore, refused the leave the Orioles.  After several attempts by Hanlon to persuade them to move, he reluctantly named McGraw as manager of the Orioles and Robinson as his captain

When the smoke cleared, Hanlon had transferred seven significant players to the Dodgers: right fielder Keeler; center fielder Kelley, who would move to left field; first baseman Dan McGann; shortstop Jennings; and three pitchers who had each won 20 games the previous season – Doc McJames, Jim Hughes, and Al Maul.  In exchange, Hanlon sent several players to the Orioles, the only ones of note being Sheckard, first baseman Candy LaChance and shortstop George Magoon.

On paper, this was one of the most lopsided trades in baseball history.  On offense, Brooklyn was upgrading substantially at four positions.  On the mound, they were receiving three pitchers who had won 70 games the previous year for three others who had won only four.  Theoretically, this was only the beginning.  Since Hanlon controlled both teams, he could decide to transfer players throughout the season.  Just before the teams came north to start the season, Hanlon decided that he needed another pitcher, and took Dan McFarlan off the Oriole roster instead of the untried Joe McGinnity.  This proved to be a mistake, as Joe won 28 games for McGraw.

Mike Griffin had hit .300 for the Dodgers in 1898 and had been promised by Ebbets that he would be either the captain or manager in 1899.  He had no intention of working for Ned Hanlon, and he may have been the odd man out anyway, since the team now had Keeler, Kelley and Fielder Jones to play the outfield.  Griffin was sold to St. Louis, but rather than reporting he sued Ebbets for breach of contract and ended up settling for $2,250.  He never again played in the major leagues.

Hanlon made other moves to get the team ready.  Tom Daly, who had returned to the Dodgers at the end of 1898 after having jumped to the Western League for two years, would take over at second base.   

Hugh Jennings, one of the great shortstops of the 1890s, came down with a sore arm in spring training, and was unavailable until July.  To replace him, Hanlon acquired Bill Dahlen from the Chicago White Stockings.  Dahlen was a star player in the prime of his career, and is one of best players who has not yet been elected to the Hall of Fame.

There happened, at the time, to be a popular vaudeville troupe in Brooklyn by the name of Hanlon’s Superbas.  The imaginative press corps applied the name to Brooklyn’s ball club.   The Superbas were justifiably favored to win Brooklyn’s first pennant since 1890.  20,000 fans, a Brooklyn record, came to see them play their home opener.

Sources

David Q. Voight, American Baseball I.

Harold Seymour, Baseball The Golden Age.
Burt Solomon, Where They Ain’t.
Frank Graham, The Brooklyn Dodgers.
Thorn, Palmer, Gershman.  Total Baseball VII

Stats, Inc.  The Baseball Sourcebook

David Nemec, The Great Encyclopedia of Nineteenth Century                   Major League Baseball

1900, 1901 Reach Guides

Mark Armour lives in Oregon, where he is an active member of NWSABR.  This article is from a book that he and Dan Levitt (from Minneapolis) are writing on interesting baseball teams.

Elizabeth Resolutes Base Ball Club in Exhibitions 

of 19th Century Bare-Handed Baseball

 ©By Andy Singer

 
A vintage base ball game and educational program was presented at 11a.m. at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside, New Jersey on August 12, 2001. Using 1873 rules and customs from the National Association of Professional Base Ball Players, the Atlantic Base Ball Club defeated the Elizabeth Resolutes Base Ball Club, 38 to 37, in nine innings. Intermittent rain and wet conditions did not deter several dozen cranks (spectators) and three newspaper reporters from witnessing this high scoring event. Paul Salomone, Captain and organizer of the Resolutes, explained that the soggy field and a wet ball contributed to the offensive outburst, but admitted, "It was not one of our cleanest fielding games. Double digit scores are common, but that was high even for vintage baseball."
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 "Vintage base ball uses rules, equipment and uniform styles of the mid-to late-nineteenth century game while providing spectators with an entertaining combination of baseball history and competitive play," Salomone said.  The historically accurate baseball match at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside was preceded by discussion of early history of baseball in New Jersey, and focusing on Union County. 

The Elizabeth Resolutes are patterned after an early professional baseball team in New Jersey and are members of the Vintage Base Ball Association (www.vbba.org). The Vintage Base Ball Association, or VBBA, is an association of more than forty clubs in thirteen states and one Canadian province that is dedicated to preserve, perpetuate, and promote the game of base ball as it was played during its formative years in the mid-nineteenth century and other historic eras.

      Base ball in the 1860s and 1870s was similar to, yet in some ways very different than the game today.  In the 1870s, fields were not perfectly flat and manicured and did not have dirt cut-outs between the bases; fielders did not use gloves; hurlers (pitchers) pitched underhand to strikers (batters) who were allowed to request high or low pitches; a base on balls was earned after three, not four, balls; foul balls were not considered strikes; and foul balls caught by the fielder in the air or on one bounce were outs. Often, one ball was used for the entire game and became the property of the victors. Rules were often modified on an annual basis.

     However, as is the case today, bases were placed 90 feet apart, games were 9 innings in length, each team fielded 9 players, and 3 strikes was an out. Modern day attendees of vintage baseball games (or matches) will recognize the game as baseball, but they will be intrigued by the sometimes subtle differences and will be drawn to the more pastoral atmosphere created by men in 19th-century uniforms playing ball in an open, grassy field. 

  The educational history program included the following:

     - Evolution of baseball, beginning with the Knickerbocker Club and the codification of the rules of the New York Game;

    - Description of the first games ever played, at the Elysian Fields, Hoboken, NJ;

    - Growth of baseball in New Jersey from the 1850s to the 1870s, focusing on Union County;

    - Rules, rule changes, the evolution of the baseball diamond, and 19th-century baseball strategy;

    - Amateurism and the rise of professional baseball players in the 1860s and 1870s;

    - Union County's entry in baseball's first "Major" League - the 1873 Elizabeth Resolutes;

- Discussion and hands-on display of replica equipment.

 

A return match was played the following weekend in Smithtown, Long Island, with the Resolutes defeating the Atlantics, 24 to 16. This match was played using the official rules of 1864, the heyday of the Brooklyn Atlantics. The 1864 rules differ from 1873 rules most significantly in that any ball (fair or foul) caught on one bounce is an out, runners are not allowed to overrun first base, and all baserunners advance on a base on balls, regardless of whether or not they are forced.

 
Remaining matches for the Elizabeth Resolutes in 2001: 

-Sept. 30 Elizabeth Resolutes vs. Middletown Mansfields, Noon, Middletown, Connecticut

-Oct 13 Elizabeth Resolutes vs. Flemington Neshanock, Civil War Reenactment Weekend, Allentown, NJ.

 
Admission is free at all matches, and guests are encouraged to bring lawn chairs or picnic blankets. The September 22, 2001 match with the Providence Grays was preceded by a second educational/history program at 11 a.m.


Vintage baseball is thriving in Long Island, New Jersey, and New England. Anyone interested in watching and/or playing is strongly encouraged to contact Andy Singer at (908) 889-0161, or adsinger@home.com
Trivia Time    By   Michael Mavrogiannis

As of 2000 (through the end of the 2000 season), Which 7 Yankees hit 250 or more major league home runs but fewer than 20 during their playing days with the Yankees?

Which 7 Mets hit 250 or more major league home runs but fewer than 20 during their playing days with the Mets?

(Answers on page 10)
The Worst Yankee Team

to Win a Pennant

©By Frank Vaccaro

(Continued from page 1)

But Chicago's streak ended there and a third contender came tearing up after an 11-11 start: Boston. A solid mid-June homestand helped put them 4 games behind on the Fourth of July. After seventh place Washington swept the Yanks - including a 3-run, game-winning, Gil Coan bottom of the ninth homerun - the stage was set for Boston to sweep New York 3 games and vault into second place at the all-star break. Then Boston crushed Chicago 3 of 4 right after the break, the second and third games went 17 and 19 innings respectively, To give Boston a two game lead on July 16, their largest since 1948.

Enter the third contender, Cleveland. Ten games out in late May, Cleveland began playing ball at a .780 clip led by a resurgent Bobby Feller who showed a 20-3 record on August 13. Cleveland pulled to six games back July 1st when Feller no-hit Detroit, his third and final career no-hitter, and moved to within four games back on Friday the 13th, the day they bounced back against New York after Allie Reynold¹s "Cadillac" no-hitter. Cleveland president Ellis Ryan parked his Cadillac in the bullpen for this game because the Yankees were the only team to refuse general manager Hank Greenberg¹s innovation of the bullpen car - a red jeep - to speed up games. Stengel said the Yankees "only ride in Cadillacs" and New York relievers were booed in Cleveland all year as they walked across the field. As it turned out, Reynolds did not need a replacement.

On July 19 red hot Cleveland placed to within a game-and-a-half of Boston when Bobby Avila scored from first base on a single while leftfielder Ted Williams held the ball in disbelief. Then Marlin Stuart, Detroit¹s mid-season replacement for the injured Hal Newhouser, beat Boston in his first start of the year while Chicago lost to the Senators in extra innings. New York and Cleveland both won 1-0 nail-biters. After 87 games four teams were within a half-a-game of first place. 
 
 

This "twin one-two" positioning had happened only twice before so late in a season. Just three years earlier, in 1948, Cleveland, New York, Philadelphia, and Boston were within half a game of first on August 5th, one day after their unprecedented four-way tie. It also happened in the NL in 1895 after 69 games, and each Federal League season had a "twin one-two" after at least 50 games. 

Standings like these are always a crossroads.
That Chicago loss was the first of a devastating Washington sweep in Chicago. To stop the slide Paul Richards benched three productive right-handed bats in Fenway: Eddie Robinson, Al Zarilla, and Fox, just to get a lineup of 9 righties against lefthander Leo  Kiely.

They lost their fifth in a row. They lost a 10-13 see-saw game in the rubber match in Boston when Clyde Vollmer had a career day with three homeruns (to break ties in the the first, fifth, and sixth innings!) In New York on Saturday, July 27, Chicago lost a 4-3 lead in the ninth inning when Casey Stengel made 4 ninth-inning pitching changes to stall for an approaching rainstorm. 

After a one-hour rain delay the score reverted to the eighth inning and Chicago, who had scored three runs in the top of the ninth, ended up losing 1-3. The din of protest from Chicago was deafening. Then the Yanks cleaned up a Sunday doubleheader. Then Philadelphia's Eddie Joost beat Chicago on the last day of July with a sixth-inning bases-loaded double off Howie Judson. Paul Richard¹s crew had lost 10 of 11 games to slouch seven and one-half games back. Then Richard¹s daughter died. They were out of the race despite their best 40 game start of the century.
From the "twin one-two" New York went 11-4, Cleveland 10-4, and Boston 9-4. The next team to drop out was Boston. On Saturday, August 4, Johhny Groth of Detroit poked a two-run bomb over the Green Monster off Kiely in the ninth inning for all the runs of a 2-1 Detroit win to shock Boston. The next day Detroit swept two. Now opposition runs were just bleeding across the plate in the late innings. Boston lost hosting Philly in the following game on a Gus Zernial triple and went on to lose their fifth straight when Billy Hitchcock hit his only homerun of the year to beat them 6-5.

It was Cleveland and New York. 

At the heart of this Yankee team, in the midst of their five consecutive world championships, was not any one slugger or ace, but the manager Casey Stengel, a fast-talking old coot who hiked up his trousers in the Yankee clubhouse and double-talked the media until their pens ran dry. After a tough loss, Stengel called the press over and began a 30-minute dissertation on nothing while his players could breathe. He clowned and winked knowingly. But at night, when the players and press were away he mapped out pitching rotations and player switches that were genius.  

By Labor Day, the added wins from a season of seemingly trifling platoon maneuvering could be swept into the Yankees’ pocket like so many poker chips from the middle of the table. 

Stengel could also double-talk hot and cold players up and down the Yankee lineup at will. In August he dropped Gene Woodling in the lineup from third to seventh against a righthander after Woodling went 11-for-15. He moved slumping players like Joe Collins and Gil McDougald into the leadoff spot for short stretches but always left Joe DiMaggio alone, batting clean up, with Berra mostly fifth. Only the rookie Mantle reacted poorly to being dropped in the lineup. Just when he was starting to hit the ball well before Memorial Day, Stengel dropped him from second to seventh. Mantle responded with an 0-for-20 that earned him a six week minor league demotion.

So fantastic was Stengel¹s ability to disarm everyone that to this day he is derided as some sort of titular beneficiary of the Yankee¹s success. But in a century of great Yankee teams his were the greatest: 10 pennants and 7 world championships in 12 years during which the historical argument can be made that competition was at its greatest. In August of 1951 Stengel made 89 lineup changes, nearly double anyone else. Stengel did more managing in 5 years than Connie Mack did in 50.

 
With the pitching staff Stengel excelled. He never burned out an ace, even in a high pressure race, but instead created extra days of rest by utilizing veteran journey men as stopgap aces. On Sunday, August 12, after three straight wins had only kept the Yankees tied for first with Cleveland, Stengel gave a start to Jack Kramer. Leading 9-7, the Yanks got a taste of their own medicine and lost when Philadelphia¹s curfew law kicked in at six o¹clock. The score reverted to the end of the seventh inning: a 7-4 Philly win. In 1952 the AL would finally adopt the 40-year old suspended game policy of the NL. 

On Monday Vic Raschi lost to the A¹s, 8-16, and Stengel was suddenly short of pitchers when Allie Reynolds and Tom Morgan turned up lame. Most other managers would have pressed those two into service, especially two-and-a-half games behind Cleveland who had just won 13 straight. But Reynolds got 19 days before his next start and Morgan 12 during which time the Yankees picked up Johnny Sain. Stengel loved getting an NL veteran late in the year: they always doubled as a scout during the World Series.

 
Until Sain showed up, Art Schallock - out of nowhere - won three straight hard-earned road starts while Cleveland¹s strict four man rotation of righthanders backfired in Chicago. New York went into Cleveland for three games beginning August 23 but lost the first when Dale Mitchell¹s rbi-double supported a Bob Lemon three-hitter. New York was again two and a half back. Here Stengel gave the ball to Frank Overmire - that little Stub! - and Frank matched shutout innings with Early Wynn for five innings before the Yanks won 2-0 on a Gene Woodling two-run homer. 

New York won the rubber match and swept two in St. Louis, one win when St.Louis left fielder Ken Wood caught a long foul fly in the tenth inning that allowed the winning runner to tag up. The Yanks and Cleveland were in a tie again. With the heart of their order, Larry Doby and Luke Easter, slumping badly and playing through seriously wrenched knees, Cleveland closed out August with 3 straight losses to tailend teams and New York had a half game lead entering the Labor Day doubleheaders when Cleveland swept Chicago, and the Yanks split with the A¹s.  The two teams were tied again September 4.
The AL record for most ties after August 1st between contenders was eight. It happened in 1904 between Boston and New York and in 1940 between Detroit and Cleveland. So far, New York and Cleveland had been tied after game-days seven times. When Vic Raschi beat Washington with a one-hitter the Sunday after Labor Day to close out a four game sweep, New York and Cleveland were tied for the eighth time.

 
Swept by the St Louis Browns in a freakish Yankee Stadium doubleheader, New York stumbled to a 2-6 record the week ending Sunday, September 16. But Cleveland too went 2-6, that last loss in New York where 68,000 fans saw a first inning rbi triple by Yogi Berra set the stage for a Jim Dandy record-breaking ninth tie for first place. Phil Rizzuto, who Red Smith said played shortstop "on the edge of a razor", beat Cleveland the next day with an insane game-winning, bottom of the ninth, suicide squeeze with the bases loaded. Every Cleveland player and everyone at the park knew he was going to lay one down. Rizzuto still delivered.

 
On September 18 Chisox starter Billy Pierce finally handcuffed New York in his seventh start against them while Cleveland¹s Mike Garcia won his 20th in Fenway. The two teams tied again – a 10th day - surpassing the major league record of nine set during the NL race of 1889 and the Federal race of 1914. Both teams won again the next day to add an 11th day to their record. Cleveland¹s 15-2 win over Boston an exclamation point capping their final eastern road swing.

 
The final ten days the schedule heavily favored Cleveland. Five of their remaining six games were against sub-.500 Detroit and Cleveland was 16-1 against them that year. The Yankees had nine games left to play, eight against Boston against whom the Yanks owned a poor 4-10 record. The Yankees had not won in Fenway Park all year. More remarkably, Boston had played .700 ball since being supposedly knocked out of the race in early August. Boston had crept to two and a half games back.

If Boston and New York split their eight games Cleveland would coast to the pennant. Boston also had three games with the seventh place Senators to play. Any continued domination by the Red Sox over New York and Washington and Cleveland would be pressed hard to win.

But the unthinkable occurred. Detroit swept Cleveland. Washington swept Boston. New York broke the jinx and won two of three in Fenway. Then, in the first game of a season ending five game series hosting the Red Sox, New York's Allie Reynolds spun his second no-hitter of the season. New York took all five games by a composite score of 29-4 and slipped into the World's Series. 

The record 11 homestretch ties (calculated in games - not in winning percentage) between New York and Cleveland lasted until Pittsburgh and San Francisco tied each other 16 times in 1966. This mark still stands today despite the fact that the Dodgers won the pennant that year.

Frank Vaccaro spends several hours at the NY Public Library, mostly at the microfilm machines, several days a week.

His previous article on Bid McPhee garnered many requests once it was sent to Len Levin, for his Lending Library.

Trivia Answers

By   Michael Mavrogiannis

            Yankees:





   Mets:

 Jose Canseco (6 of 446)

   Willie Mays (14 of 660)

 Dave Kingman (4 of 442)
    Duke Snider (14 of 407)

 Rocky Colavito (5 of 374)
    Gil Hodges (9 of 370)

 Jay Buhner (3 of 308)

    Yogi Berra (0 of 358),

 Jimmy Wynn (1 of 291)

     Ken Boyer (17 of 282

 George Scott (1 of 271)

    Rickey Henderson (12 of 282) John Mayberry (8 of 255)
    Joe Torre (12 of 252).
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      Photo, courtesy of Ed Grupsmith

Yankee Clippings

©By Al Blumkin

The Yankees, as of August 28, have a 4 and 1/2 game lead (3 in the all-important loss column) over the Red Sox in the American League East. They have 31 games to play and should stagger home first. The other American League playoff teams will be Seattle, Cleveland and either Oakland or Boston for the wild card (ugh!). If the Yankees finish with a better record than Cleveland and Oakland is the wild card, the Yankees will play Oakland and Cleveland will play Seattle. If they finish worse than Cleveland they will play Seattle and the Indians will play Oakland.

If Boston is the wild card and the Yankees finish with a better record than Cleveland they will play Cleveland in the first round. Boston will play Seattle. If they finish worse than Cleveland they will play Seattle in the first round and the Indians will play Boston, The Yankees cannot play Boston in the first round because they are in the same division.

Let the arguments begin now that this nonsense is explained. As everyone who follows baseball knows, the Yankees have won the last three World Series. They won last year with the fifth best regular season record in the AL and beat the team with the fourth best record in the NL.

An argument can be made that is much more difficult now to accomplish such a feat because of the necessity to play three rounds of playoffs. On the other hand, a team can qualify without playing very well as the Yankees did last year. When the players struck in 1994 Texas was leading the AL West although they were 10 games under .500. If 1994 had been completed, we would have likely seen the first sub-.500 team in post-season history. Fortunately, this has never happened even in the 19th century. It would have been embarrassing to the Lords of Baseball. (I am making a bold assumption that such a thing is possible.)

Prior to division play in 1969, the Yankees had one stretch (1936-1939) when they won four straight World Series and another (1949-1953) when they won five straight World Series, They had to have the best record in the AL to qualify for the Series. In 1949, they beat the Red Sox on the last day of the season to win by one game. The Red Sox did not get a wild card.

  Between 1969 and 1993 there were only two divisions. The Yankees lost the ALCS to Kansas City in 1980 despite having a better regular season record. Their most memorable victory during this era was, of course, in 1978. Would fans remember Bucky Dent's home run against Boston if they had not gone all the way.

 If readers are getting my drift, they realize that I dislike the wild card. It is an artificial means to create more pretenders. I accepted the 1969 split into two divisions because I knew the history of the 12-team National League of the 1890s where there were no divisions. There were also eight teams eliminated by the end of May. (See the 1899 Cleveland Spiders and others of that ilk.) If the Yankees win a fourth straight World Series it will be a remarkable accomplishment. But it will not outshine 1936-1939 or 1949-1953 because of the current system. If the current system had been in operation in 1951 the Giants and Dodgers would have had a one-game playoff for home field advantage and Bobby Thomson's dramatic home run would have never happened. 

Met Matters

©By Ross Adell

On September 11, barring a rain out, the Mets are scheduled to play their first regular season game at Pittsburgh’s new PNC Park.  Since the Mets began play in the National League in 1962 there have been some memorable games that the Mets have played in “The Steel City.”

     In a telephone conversation I had in 2000 with fellow SABR member, Brooklyn resident Bill Weber, we talked about some important games that the Mets played in the 2 previous Pirate venues, Forbes Field and Three Rivers Stadium.  The games that we came up from that phone conversation is the basis for this list.  I’d also like to thank Al Blumkin for his contribution to this article.

     So here they are in chronological order!  How many of them do you remember?                                           

Forbes Field

April 22, 1962: Mets lose 4-2 and fall to 0-9 to open the 1962 season. They tied a major league record first set by the 1918 Brooklyn Dodgers who also lost their first 9 games of the season.

April 23, 1962: Mets record their first regular season victory in their history with a 9-1 rout.  Jay Hook pitches a complete game five-hitter and also drives in two runs with a single.  Future Met Tom Sturdivant was the losing pitcher.

July 21, 1965: Mets won 1-0 as Al Jackson held the Bucs hitless for 7 1/3 innings and made a bid to throw the first no-hitter ever at Forbes Field.  Willie Stargell got the first Pirate hit, a single in the eighth and Ozzie Virgil, who batted for losing pitcher and future Met Don Cardwell, beat out an infield hit in the 9th inning for Pittsburgh’s only other hit.  The Mets scored an unearned run in the 5th inning when Chuck Hiller scored on an error by Bill Mazeroski on a ball hit by Jackson.

August 17, 1967: In the first game of a doubleheader won by the Mets, 6-5, Bud Harrelson hit his first major league home run. It was an inside-the-park homer which landed just inside the right field foul line.  Pirate right fielder (and former Met) Al Luplow thought it was a foul ball and did not run after the ball at first.

July 6, 1969: The Mets were trailing 6-1 after 2 innings and rallied to beat the Pirates, 8-7. Former Pirate Donn Clendenon hit a three-run homer in the 6th inning to cap a four-run rally.

September 12, 1969:  The Mets beat the Pirates 1-0 in both games of a doubleheader.  In each game, the Met pitcher drove in the only run of the game.  Jerry Koosman in the first game and Don Cardwell in the nightcap.

April 7, 1970: After losing their first 8 opening day games, the Mets won their first season opener in their history as they beat the Pirates 5-3 in 11 innings. Ron Taylor received credit for the victory. 

… to be continued … next issue: Three Rivers Stadium

Sources: 

 The New York Times

 The Sporting News

 New York Mets 2001 Media Guide

 This Date In New York Mets History by Dennis D’Agostino





Willie Keeler tobacco trade card





The Editors of You Could Look It Up  offer our heartfelt condolences and prayers to all our Chapter members who have suffered directly from the tragedy of the World Trade Center attack on Tuesday, September 11, 2001.  We sincerely hope that reading this issue offers our readers some small respite from the constant diet of tragedy.








How would you like to be 17 years-old, take your SATs in the morning, leave Massachusetts by train to NYC after the exams, meet a group of SABR members at B&N to discuss your book on Thurman Munson, then join a dozen or so of them for dinner while you answer questions about the Harry Wright Award-winning article you wrote?


You WOULD?!?


Well, then, you must be Christopher Devine, the 17-year-old SABR author who is indeed the Guest Writer of the Baseball Book Author Series at the Union Square (33 East 17th St.) Barnes & Noble on Saturday, October 13th, 2001.





Usually on the Second Saturday each month, a group of NYC SABR "Caseyites" meets to share a BB evening at the Union Square B & N at 5:30 pm --- after the author speaks, there is an informal Q&A, followed by a casual (read: affordable but good!) dinner. We try to have an occasional non-author as well, because that was how the group began and we want to remember our beginnings. Any member wishing to discuss baseball books/topics may contact �HYPERLINK "mailto:ebegley2@juno.com"��ebegley2@juno.com� (or 212-477-8809).





The upcoming schedule is updated at SABR Forums and in the Calendar for SABR as well -- �HYPERLINK "http://www.sabr.org"��www.sabr.org�. Our local website �HYPERLINK "http://sabrnyc.freeyellow.com"��http://sabrnyc.freeyellow.com� has updates, too, and the talks are fun, free and open to everyone! 


Oct. 13 --Chris Devine, author of Thurman Munson: A Baseball Biography�Nov.10-- Jay Bennett, co-author of Curve Ball: Baseball, Statistics, and the Role of Chance in the Game.�Dec. 1 -- Ira Rosen, author of Blue Skies, Green Fields: A Celebration of 50 Major League Baseball Stadiums.





	Crowd favorite, Doug Lyons, autographs Curveball and Screwballs at a Barnes and Noble Baseball Book Talk





	











Frank Crosetti, far right, pictured with Joe 


DiMaggio and Tony Lazzeri


Tony Lazerri
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A special “thank you” to Frank Vaccaro for representing the Casey Stengel Chapter by contributing his research on Bid McPhee to SABR’s publication requesting chapter contributions.





Ned Hanlon, Tobacco trade  card





 The Elizabeth Resolutes


Front Row: Ray Pinho, Silas Salomone, Steve Hingel, Anthony Ferrone Back Row: Paul Salomone, Bob Ritter, Mike Cummings, Mike Flanagan, Andy Singer, Rick Myers





The Brooklyn Cyclones take the field,


Keyspan Park, 2001
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