Circus Theme Ideas

From: Elizabeth Fox [keokuk@CASCO.NET]

First, thanks to all of you who responded with these fantastic ideas! Second, as we work on this, I will compile the ones we come up with for our "Totally Circus" daycamp and send it to the list, probably not until mid-July (our daycamp is the last week of August)

Take care, YIGGGS,

Liz Fox

Daycamp Director and Chief Clown

Newport Oregon

keokuk@casco.net

------------------------

I don't have much to offer in the way of help, but would LOVE any info you receive.  My Day Camp ( 2nd week of July) is based on the theme "That's Entertainment."  On Friday (which is traditionally all-camp day) we are planning to do a 5 Ring Circus, but haven't had much luck on the specifics just yet.  I will pass on any info we come up with

Thanks SO much!!!

       Debbee

-----------------------

Hi, I was a unit leader for a camp with circus/clowning theme. they ran it 2 separate weeks. they did make up, juggling, skits/ mime, learn to make balloon animals. made costumes from stuff found at home. end of week they had a small carnival, with face painting, balloon animals few games (no prizes) and the high light was a cotton candy machine (Program director did that)  it was fun.  The 2nd week was slightly different since they had 2 different people..no cotton candy but for the camp closing for the season ceremony we performed skits at the camp fire. Was lots of fun. hope this helps. Adirenne in NJ

--------------------

Here is a file I kept on circus camp.  Hope this helps.

Patty Thompson

Severn, MD

Date:    Wed, 10 May 2000 05:37:28 PDT

From:    ann richey <ann448@HOTMAIL.COM>

Subject: big top activities.

Bev,

We did a big top camp several years ago.

We had stations set up during the afternoon -learned how to make balloon animals, face painting as clowns, practiced a clown routine for campfire entertainment. bought TONS of wet on tattoos and had the tattoo lady, some girls were face painted as lions, we had a 3 ring circus show, lions trainers, clowns, tumbling acts (some girls were good at gymnastics)  We made cotton candy craft; put cotton balls put into a bag with baby powder and powder tempera paint.  shake around and glue on mini cones (spools from a garment factory) At the time 'devil sticks' were quite popular so we had a performance of them,  we had someone come and teach how to juggle. lots of popcorn and we rented a cotton candy machine for campfire snack while we watched all the planned skits and new talents.  The girls had a lot of fun, so did the leaders Costumes were easy but the red noses were a pain after a while

hope this helps

Ann Richey  ann448@hotmail.com

ICQ# 22739071 (alias Lotsaheart)

Pathfinder leader/District Commissioner/Cypress Area Membership co-ordinator Bushell Park,(Moose Jaw) Sk. Canada

-------------------------

"Under the Big Top"

Thanks to everyone who sent me circus theme ideas!!  It was a big hit!!  We only had four stations because we had a staff race.  I had to wear an inflatable fish and use a canoe paddle to swim out to a boat and back.  I came in a strong third; the first two to finish were ten years younger than me, so I feel pretty good about it.

For the stations we had:

1) popcorn for snack, and a juggler to entertain the campers 2)an obstacle course  The girls had to walk a tightrope place on the ground, jump

(step) through the fiery hoop (hula hoop with orange streamers)then on to the 3 rings(hula hoop).  In ring one they had to juggle (throw 3 balls in the air), in ring two they roared like a lion, and ring three contained acrobats (paper cups with people drawn on) to stack into a pyramid.  Then they jumped into a clown car

(box) and ran down to throw a ball into a cardboard clown's mouth.  Then run back and tag the next person.  Staff even participated, and we got some great pictures of people in the clown car! 3)face painting--always a hit at camp 4)camp quilt

+++

When it comes to carnivals, I feel like I can do one blindfolded.  We've did them at our elementary school forever - well at least for the past 8 years. Some ideas we have used are:

The Powder Puff Room- children can go in and someone applies make up.  Even the boys got into this last year.  We had samples from Avon, etc. that we put in bags for them to take also.

First Aid Room-Children could go in and come out with a patch over their eye, gauge around their wrist, stitches (magic Marker), we even had little first aid kits made up for them to take.

Bozo Buckets - Just like on the bozo show- four buckets ( we used Ky. Fried Chicken Buckets and painted them) are placed on a piece of wood.  Children are given 4 ping pong balls to throw into bucket number 1, etc.  They receive a prize for which ever highest bucket their ball went into.  Prizes were from very small for buckets one and two and a little better prizes for 3 and 4.

Lollipop Tree-A stand with lollipops placed into it.  Some are marked at the bottom and these win a small prize plus everyone gets their lollipop.

Ring Toss-Place either 2 lt bottles or small drink bottles in an area and you throw a ring around it.  Three tries and you win a drink.

Fortune Teller Room-This was a big hit last year and took very little preperation.

We always have door prizes .  One year, we as officers, had a surprise.  We gave away  our offices.  Of course, no one accepted them but it was really funny to see their surprises.

Hope to see some other ideas as I am doing one this year for our high school band for elementary students.

+++

seanchai wrote:

> >I was wondering if you recall a song about popcorn that goes to the 

> >tune of 'row, row, row your boat'?

A search found this sites (I think they are all the same

lesson plan) http://ericir.syr.edu/Virtual/Lessons/Interdisciplinary/INT0015.html

http://www.col-ed.org/cur/lang/lang15.txt

http://ofcn.org/cyber.serv/academy/ace/lang/ceclang/ceclang015.html

which is a whole lesson plan (math, science, social

sstudies, etc.) based on popcorn.  Also has two songs about popcorn, one to I'm A Little Teapot and also Row Your Boat.

Just the songs:  http://web.csuchico.edu/~tb23/

Preschool career songs: http://www.preschooleducation.com/shelper.shtml

Don't remember seeing one but I made one up for you........

Pop pop pop the corn

smell the heavenly scent

Butter butter butter butter

salt it and then eat.

Wendy Baker,

+++

We did a big top camp several years ago.

We had stations set up during the afternoon -learned how to make balloon animals, face painting as clowns, practiced a clown routine for campfire entertainment. bought TONS of wet on tatoos and had the tattoo lady, some girls were face painted as lions, we had a 3 ring circus show, lions trainers, clowns, tumbling acts (some girls were good at gymnastics)  We made cotton candy craft; put cotton balls put into a bag with baby powder and powder tempra paint.  shake around and glue on mini cones (spools from a garment factory) At the time 'devil sticks' were quite popular so we had a performance of them,  we had someone come and teach how to juggle. lots of popcorn and we rented a cotton candy machine for campfire snack while we watched all the planned skits and new talents.  The girls had a lot of fun, so did the leaders Costumes were easy but the red noses were a pain after a while

+++

-----------------------

 Click here: Family.com: Ice Cream Clown <http://family2.go.com/features/family_1996_06/famf/famf199606_famf66clown/f

amf199606_famf66icecream.html>

Click here: Family.com: Clown School <http://family2.go.com/features/family_1996_06/famf/famf199606_famf66clown/f

amf199606_famf66clown.html>

 Click here: Family.com: Search Results <http://family.go.com/cgi-bin/KeywordSearch?site=family&p=Clown+school&Searc

hButton.x=13&SearchButton.y=13>

We did the "circus" theme at our 3 day Camporee. Each troop did a lip sync to a song like a circus act. We had popcorn, cotton candy for the girls for snack. The girls did tight rope walking, hula hoops. We had a clown come and do juggling and make balloon figures for them. Played games with balloons, hula hoops. sack races, face painting.  The younger

girls(Daisy) make circus trains with animals, paper bag circus animals. Pony beads -- clowns, animals the older girls made.

Elysburg Brownie Troop #445

Michelle Rishel

Hemlock GSC

Central Pennsylvania, USA

