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Wed March 26,2003
By MICHAEL GRACZYK, Associated Press Writer 

HUNTSVILLE, Texas - A mentally ill man who was spared the death chamber last year by the Supreme Court was executed Wednesday for fatally stabbing a woman during an attempted rape. 

James Colburn, 43, never denied killing the woman at his home in 1994, but his attorneys had argued he should be spared because he suffers from paranoid schizophrenia. 

"None of this should have happened and now that I'm dying there is nothing left to worry about," Colburn said in a brief final statement. "I know it was a mistake. I have no one to blame but myself." 

The Supreme Court last year halted executions of the mentally retarded, but has refused such protection for the mentally ill. 

Colburn's lawyers and death penalty opponents thought the high court would examine the issue when it stopped Colburn's scheduled execution Nov. 6, one minute before he could have been moved to the death chamber. 

But without comment in January, the justices refused to review his appeal and the execution was rescheduled. The Supreme Court denied further appeals Wednesday night. 

Colburn was convicted of choking and fatally stabbing a hitchhiker, Peggy Murphy, 55, at his apartment just north of Houston as she resisted a rape attempt. 

Colburn had been in mental institutions at least twice and in and out of prisons numerous times for robbery, burglary, assault and arson. 

The execution was the 12th this year in Texas, the nation's most active death penalty state. With three more set for next month, Texas remains on a pace to top the record 40 carried out in 2000. 
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March 31, 2003


Unjust Executions
Re "A Mentally Ill Killer Is Executed in Texas" (news article, March 27):

It is time we stopped pretending that the execution of the mentally ill is the natural progression of justice. At a time when our government is holding up this country as a model civilization, why are we still jailing and executing people who are severely disabled by an illness that no one knows how to cure and few people want to deal with?

The mentally ill belong in hospitals, not jails, and certainly not on death row. People with acute paranoid schizophrenia should not be held accountable for their delusional actions, any more than paraplegics should be blamed for not being able to walk.

It's much easier to incarcerate and punish the mentally ill than to try to help them. But the measure of a society's enlightenment is how it treats its most unfortunate members. 
  ANDREW MILLER
New York, March 28, 2003

A Mentally Ill Killer Is Executed in Texas

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS


HUNTSVILLE, Tex., March 26 — A mentally ill murderer spared from execution five months ago by a last-minute reprieve was executed today for fatally stabbing a woman during an attempted rape.

"None of this should have happened, and now that I'm dying, there is nothing left to worry about," the inmate, James Colburn, said in a brief final statement as he was strapped to the death chamber gurney. "I know it was a mistake. I have no one to blame but myself." 

Mr. Colburn added that it was "no big deal" whether he knew the difference between right and wrong, which was an element of his appeal. He prayed "that everyone involved overlooks the stupidity."

"Everybody has problems," he said, "and I won't be part of the problem any more. I can quit worrying now."

Mr. Colburn, 43, was pronounced dead at 6:21 p.m., eight minutes after the flow of lethal drugs into his body began.

Mr. Colburn, a ninth-grade dropout, did not deny killing the woman at his home near Conroe in 1994, but his lawyers contended that it would be barbaric to execute him because he suffers from paranoid schizophrenia.
FRIEDEN

[image: image12.jpg]



http://www.deathrow-texas.com/
[image: image1.png]


