Karl Barth in Conversation 3/4 
DV0151 (20 credits)
Course Manager:  
Dr. John McDowell (phone:  6507912; email:  j.mcdowell@ed.ac.uk) 

Secretary: Lynn Robertson (phone: 6508921; email: Lynn.Robertson@ed.ac.uk) 
Semester 1, weeks 1-11 

Description of Course

Themes such as approaching scripture; theology’s relation to its past, to culture, philosophy, politics, and the sciences; what it means to speak of God; the place of Jesus Christ in theological reflections; and the nature of hope will be on the agenda.  Not only will Barth will be read in his context as a theologian of his own time, but there will be study of ways in which Barth has been, and can still be received, by contemporary thinkers.  
Prerequisites

The course, to be offered in alternate years, is open to third and fourth year students within the Faculty, within the areas of ST, and CEPT.  Participants should normally have satisfactorily completed CTCL1, and ST2A or 2B or CE2A or CE2B, and admission for those without these is dependent upon the course manager.  
Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course participants should be able to do the following:  

1.  expound, explore and critically discuss the theology of the twentieth century’s most influential theologian.  

2.  understand the nineteenth century Liberal background to Barth’s thought.  

3.  interact with the vast material of Barth’s commentators.  

4.  reflect on the theological themes studied.  

5.  appreciate the possible relevance of Barth-study for contemporary ecclesiastical life and thought.  

Requirements and Assessments

Assessment will be in accordance with current the School’s policy for third and fourth level courses.  

For assessment, you will be expected

· For essays:  to present sympathetically yet critically the issues involved and the thought of key authors; display both an analytic and synthetic ability; give evidence of wider reading, and independent research; provide accurate footnoting, referencing and bibliographical detail.

· For seminar presentations and participation:  to demonstrate a critical engagement with the texts; to present the material clearly and cogently; to engage with co-learners in a participative and constructive way.

· For the examination:  to respond knowledgeably, with clarity, and in a structured way, to the questions asked; to demonstrate analytic and synthetic skills.

Course Outline

1. Reading Karl Barth Today:  Conversational Theologian 

2. Ending and Beginning Conversation:  Barth’s ‘Prophetic’ Word (2Ro) 

3. Being Spoken to:  Listening to Scripture (CD I.1) 

4. Conversations and Conflict:  Barth and Brunner 

5. Critical Conversations with Calvin:  The Electing God (CD II.2) 

6. People in Conversation:  Theological Anthropology (CD III.2) 

7. The God of Salvation (CD IV.1) 

8. The Practice of Hope (CD IV.3.2) 

9. Socialist Ethics (CL) 

10. The Practice of Prayer (CD III.3 & CL) 

Recommended Reading List

Primary 

 Against the Stream 


 The Christian Life 


 Church Dogmatics 


 Epistle to the Romans, trans. of 6th edn. 


 The Humanity of God 


 The Word of God and the Word of Man 

Secondary 
Hans Urs von Balthasar, The Theology of Karl Barth 

G.C. Berkouwer, The Triumph of Grace in the Theology of Karl Barth 

Eberhard Busch, Karl Barth 

Timothy Gorringe, Karl Barth:  Against Hegemony 

Trevor Hart, Regarding Karl Barth 

Herbert Hartwell, The theology of Karl Barth 

George Hunsinger, Disruptive Grace 


 How to Read Karl Barth 

Bruce L. McCormack, Karl Barth’s Critically Realistic Dialectical Theology 

John C. McDowell, Hope in Barth’s Eschatology 

Richard H. Roberts, A Theology on its Way? 

John Thompson, Christ in Perspective in the Theology of Karl Barth 


 The Holy Spirit in the Theology of Karl Barth 

T.F. Torrance, Karl Barth:  An Introduction to His Early Theology, 1910-1931 


 Karl Barth:  Biblical and Evangelical Theologian 

Graham Ward, Barth, Derrida and the Language of Theology 

John Webster, Barth’s Ethics of Reconciliation 


 Barth’s Moral Theology 


 Karl Barth 

John Webster (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Karl Barth 

Essays

Please note that PGs will present an essay of 3,000 words to be examined.  

(Bibliographies will be available online):  
1. Postmodern God.  “Every Name Must be Erased As Soon As it is Articulated” (Mark C. Taylor).  How Far Is Barth Able To Talk of God in the 1922 Commentary on the Romans? 
2. With Particular Reference to CD III.2, Examine how far Barth’s So-Called ‘Gospel of Freedom’ (Gorringe) is Liberating to Women.  
3. With Special Reference to CD. III.3, Evaluate the Claim that the Demonic Can Never Be Allowed to Become an Independent Topic for Christian Study.  
4. Ethics of Baptism.  Assess the Ethical Significance of Barth’s Rejection of Infant Baptism in Church Dogmatics IV.4.  

5. Evaluate the Soteriological Significance of Karl Barth’s ‘Universal Hope’. 



OR another, with special permission of the course manager.  
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