The Balster Family Tree


Johann Heinrich Balster Family History

Martin Balster gave the beginning of this tree from Steinfeld, Germany.

See Appendix A for information on how Martin Balster gathered this information (and about what information may be missing).

Johann Heinrich Balster was born October 17, 1793.  He married Maria Krusmann.  She was his first wife (they had one child).  After Maria died, Johann married Maria Catharina Themann May 9, 1827.  She was from Lohne, Germany.  Johann died December 18, 1864 at 71 years of age.

I. Franz Heinrich Balster was born July 3, 1826.  He died July 4, 1826.

II. Maria Elisabeth Balster was born February 17, 1828.  She died March 10, 1831.

III. Anna Maria Balster was born October 27, 1829.  She died June 13, 1853.  She was married to Carl Henrich Willenbring.

IV. Herman Heinrich Balster was born January 5, 1832.  (See below)

V. Franz Joseph Balster was born July 10, 1835.

VI. Maria Elisabeth Balster was born December 14, 1836.  She died August 24, 1868.  She was married to Franz Anton Lasche.

VII. Maria Bernadina Balster was born July 4, 1839.  She died April 30, 1862.  She was single.

VIII. Maria Josephina Balster was born January 26, 1842.

IX. Maria Catharina Balster was born October 2, 1844.

Herman Heinrich Balster was born January 5, 1832.  He married Maria Elisabeth Von der Embse September 25, 1861 (they had 5 children).  Maria died.  Herman married Mary Magdalena Grubenblocker June 18, 1879 (they had 1 child).  Herman immigrated to the United States in 1894 with his wife Mary.  They lived in Alton, Iowa and Larkin Township, Wilmont, Minnesota with the Frank and Elizabeth (Hellman) Balster family.  Mary died and was buried in the St. Kilian Cemetery.  When Herman died, his wife’s remains were moved to the Wilmont Calvary Cemetery to be buried with him.

I.  Johann Heinrich Balster was born July 27, 1862.  He died September 29, 1880.

II.  Franz (Frank) Anton Balster was born January 24, 1864.  He married Elizabeth Marie Hellman February 7, 1893 in Alton, Iowa.  Elizabeth was born March 18, 1870 in Oldenburg Steinfeld Lemden Germany.  Frank and Elizabeth bought a farm south of Wilmont in 1901 and moved there in 1902.  Elizabeth died May 13, 1943.  Frank died April 15, 1953.  When Frank died, he had 33 grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren.  They are buried in the Calvary Cemetery in Wilmont, Minnesota.  See Appendix B for a transcribed note from Frank about his immigration.

A. Joseph Ferdinand Balster was born March 19, 1894 in Alton, Iowa.  He married Lorretta Hendel January 31, 1922.  Joseph was a farmer.  He became an electrician and had a shop in Wilmont.  Joseph died October 26, 1978.  He and Lorretta are buried in the Calvary Cemetery in Wilmont, Minnesota.

a. Virgil Balster was born April 6, 1923 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He married Marge Kramer April 25, 1944 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Marge was born in Rushmore, Minnesota.  Virgil was an electrician and worked with his father.  When Joe died, Virgil took over the business.  Virgil died August 6, 1994 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  Marge died December 20, 1987 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  They are buried in the Calvary Cemetery in Wilmont, Minnesota.

i. Donald Balster was born September 19, 1944 in Adrian, Minnesota.  Donald married Mary Kelly May 21, 1966.  Mary was born August 31, 1945 in Tyler, Minnesota.  Donald is with VP Manufacturing.

1. Kelly Joseph Balster was born July 2, 1967 in Mankato, Minnesota.  He married Carmen Maria Warfield September 25, 1993 in Chicago, Illinois.  Carmen was born November 29, 1966.

a. Max

b. Daughter

2. Sarah Marie Balster was born March 7, 1970 in Mankato, Minnesota.  She married Norbert Linsley November 27, 1993 in Downers Grove, Illinois.  

a. Mathew 

b. Mary Grace

3. Jessica Ann Balster was born March 11, 1976 in Joplin, Missouri.  She is married.

ii. Sandra Balster was born April 11, 1946 in Adrian, Minnesota.  She married Larry LeBrun September 19, 1964 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Larry was born April 17, 1944 in Adrian, Minnesota.  Sandra is a teacher.

1. Michele Ann LeBrun was born January 23, 1966 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Robert Gasperic September 13, 1994 in Madison, Wisconsin.

a. Chance Gasperic was born October 26, 1997 in Madison, Wisconsin.

2. Steven David LeBrun was born April 18, 1968 in Worthington, Minnesota.   He married Tabitiah Loeder April 18, 2001 in Jefferson, Wisconsin.

3. Angelia Lynn LeBrun was born September 11, 1973 in Wausau, Wisconsin. She married Jeremy Quinn September 17, 1995 in Watertown, Wisconsin.  Jeremy was born February 10, 1972.

iii. Linda Balster was born June 21, 1947 in Adrian, Minnesota.  She married William Terry SR April 12, 1969 in Atlanta, Georgia.  William was born may 21, 1948.

1. Andra Terry JR was born December 8, 1968 in Atlanta, Georgia.  He married Chartethia.

a. Dra Derdius Terry

2. Andreaya Linda Terry

iv. David J Balster was born January 20, 1949 in Adrian, Minnesota. He married Norma J Henning May 29, 1971 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Norma was born April 6, 1949 in Adrian, Minnesota.  David is a Co-op manager.

1. Christopher David Balster was born October 12, 1973 in Adrian, Minnesota.

2. Jennifer Jean Balster was born January 20, 1977 in Adrian, Minnesota.  She married Eric Klenken June 9, 2001.

a. Emma Erica Klenken was born May 18, 2003 in Marshall, Minnesota.

v. Karen M Balster was born August 17, 1951 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married John Stengle November 27, 1976 in Watertown, South Dakota.  John was born January 12, 1948 in Des Moines, Iowa.  Karen is a consultant.

1. Nicole Marie Stengle was born August 27, 1979 in Watertown, South Dakota.

vi. Daniel Elvin Balster was born November 14, 1953 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Alane Marie Frederich October 16, 1976 in Wassau, Wisconsin.  Alane was born April 21, 1954 in Wassau, Wisconsin.  

1. Thomas Eugene Balster (adopted) was born December 2, 1971 in Appleton, Wisconsin.  He married Jessica Jansen May 6, 2000 in Kimberley, Wisconsin.

a. Sky Balster was born in Appleton, Wisconsin.

2. Theresa Ann Balster  (adopted) was born August 31, 1979 in Oshkosh, Wisconsin.

3. Todd Daniel Balster was born September 6, 1990 in Nienah, Wisconsin.

vii. Susan M Balster was born July 7, 1962 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Renard Lowman in Rapid City, South Dakota.

1. Chelsea Danielle Lowman was born March 31, 1992.

2. Courtney Lowman was born March 1996.

b. Florence Balster was born March 13, 1925 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  She married Wayne Klooster August 20, 1955 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Wayne was born July 11, 1927 in Adrian, Minnesota.  Wayne and Florence lived in Adrian where she worked at Safeway Egg Plant for 24 years until it closed.  They moved to Wilmont in 1978. Wayne died May 1, 1987 in Worthington, Minnesota.  Florence died April 19, 2001 in Worthington, Minnesota. 

i. Kathy Klooster was born February 8, 1958 in Adrian, Minnesota.  She married Charles Frederich Schalow May 19, 1989 in St. Clair, Minnesota.  Charles was born October 8, 1962 in New Ulm, Minnesota.

1. Sarena Schalow was born June 24, 1989 in Mankato, Minnesota.

2. Charles Schalow JR was born October 21, 1990 in Mankato, Minnesota.

3. Dustin Schalow was born March 15, 1992 in Mankato, Minnesota.

B. Mary Magdalena (Lena) Balster was born September 17, 1895.  She married Henry Slater January 13, 1920 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Lena and Henry lived on a farm south of Wilmont, Minnesota.  Henry was a veteran of W.W.I.  Lena died November 17, 1933 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Henry married Genevieve Arens October 17, 1935 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Henry died December 21, 1989.  They are buried in Calvary Cemetery in Wilmont, Minnesota.

a. Raymond F Slater was born April 21, 1922 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He married Nelma Bruns March 30, 1948 in St. Kilian, Minnesota.  Nelma was born April 19, 1926 in St. Kilian, Minnesota.  Nelma’s parents were Joseph and Clara Schlichte Bruns.  They farmed in Slayton, Minnesota.  They moved to Worthington, Minnesota where they retired.

i. Cynthia Slater was born June 26, 1957 in Slayton, Minnesota.  She married Larry Dean miller August 3, 1985 in Worthington, Minnesota.

1. Christopher Miller was born December 21, 1987.

2. Adam Miller was born May 22, 1991.

ii. Susan Slater was born May 10, 1962 in Slayton, Minnesota.  She married Rex L Buxton August 1988 in Worthington, Minnesota.

1. Abigail Buxton was born July 29, 1989.

2. Madeline Buxton was born May 25, 1994.

iii. Randall Slater was born May 7, 1963 in Worthington, Minnesota.

b. Esther Slater was born April 1, 1924 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  She married Alfred (Jiggs) Becker May 14, 1946 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Alfred was born October 16, 1922 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Alfred died April 3, 1992 in Mesa, Arizona.  He is buried in Calvary Cemetery in Wilmont, Minnesota.

i. Keith Becker was born April 1, 1949.  He died September 29, 1973.

ii. Robert Becker was born June 15, 1950 in Adrian, Minnesota.  He married Mary Olson November 26, 1971 in Fargo, North Dakota.  Mary was born September 14, 1952 in Fargo, North Dakota.  Mary’s parents are Dale and Laverne Olson.

1. Heather Becker was born March 29, 1972 in Fargo, North Dakota.

2. Chad Becker was born June 17, 1974 in Farmington, Massachusetts.

c. Arlene Agnes Schlichte was born March 15, 1926 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  She married Lyle Schlichte January 25, 1949 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Lyle was born December 28, 1928 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Arlene and Lyle had a gas truck and oil business in Wilmont, Minnesota.

i. Richard Lee Schlichte was born January 10, 1950.  He married Kathy Evan.  They divorced.  He married Denise Kay Yahnke.  Kay was born November 27, 1954.

1. Mathew Schlichte was born January 27, 1984.  He married Andrea Harberts August 26, 2006 at American Lutheran Church in Worthington, Minnesota.  They live in Adrian, Minnesota.
2. Erin Nicole Schlichte was born October 6, 1986.

3. Chad Schlichte was born November 28, 1971.  He married Michelle.

ii. Jeanne Marie Schlichte was born July 31, 1951 in Adrian, Minnesota.  She married Miles Bullerman September 4, 1971 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Miles was born December 7, 1950 in Adrian, Minnesota.

1. Jeff Bullerman was born October 4, 1973.

2. Brian Bullerman was born June 27, 1975.

3. Daniel Bullerman was born April 19, 1978.

4. David Bullerman was born April 11, 1980.

iii. Judy Ann Schlichte was born August 21, 1953 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  She married Doug Hoffman March 12, 1972 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Doug was born June 16, 1951.  Judy operates a beauty shop. They live in Worthington, Minnesota. 

1. Todd Hoffman was born August 22, 1972.  He married Miranda.

a. Derek

b. TJ

2. Troy Hoffman

iv. Donald James Schlichte was born November 28, 1956.  He married Trish Lewis June 7, 1976 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She was born March 17, 1958 in Worthington, Minnesota.

1. Sarah Jean Schlichte was born December 23, 1977.  She married Aaron Sanchez.

a. Dereck Che Sanchez was born December 9, 1999 in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

2. Jenny Sue Schlichte was born September 8, 1979.

3. Michael John Schlichte was born April 7, 1982.

4. Stephanie Shalom Schlichte was born July 15, 1984.

5. Kevin James Schlichte was born May 8, 1987.

6. Tyler Ryan Schlichte was born April 16, 1992.

v. David Allen Schlichte was born October 1, 1960 in Adrian, Minnesota.  He married Jody Brudenich December 21, 1985 in Mankato, Minnesota.  Jody was born September 4, 1960.

1. Jay B Schlichte was born August 21, 1992.

vi. Janet Mary Schlichte was born February 29, 1964 in Adrian, Minnesota.  She married Brian Kuiper November 20, 1985.

1. Kelsie Ann Kuiper was born March 7, 1991.

2. Katie Kuiper

d. Marie Slater was born June 16, 1927 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  She married Donald Schutz September 21, 1948 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Donald was born April 29, 1927 in Mankato, Minnesota.  Marie and Donald farmed south of Adrian, Minnesota.  Marie died October 15, 2006 at Sioux Valley Luverne Community Hospital in Luverne, Minnesota.  She was buried October 18th, 2006 in St. Adrian Catholic Cemetery in Adrian, Minnesota.
i. David Schutz was born April 19, 1950 in Adrian, Minnesota.  He married Doris Zeiffer October 7, 1972.

1. Scott Schutz was born July 18, 1974 in Adrian, Minnesota.

2. Susan Schutz was born May 1, 1977 in Adrian, Minnesota.

3. Steven Schutz was born May 22, 1982 in Adrian, Minnesota.

ii. Linda Schutz was born October 7, 1952 in Adrian, Minnesota.  She married Dennis Hohn March 30, 1974 in Adrian, Minnesota.  Dennis and Linda operate the Hohn Implement Shop.

1. Nicholas Hohn was born December 25, 1977 in Adrian, Minnesota.

2. Joshua Hohn was born September 21, 1980 in Adrian, Minnesota.

3. Peter Hohn was born December 18, 1984 in Adrian, Minnesota.

iii. Patricia Schutz was born October 8, 1956 in Adrian, Minnesota.  She married Tony Scheidt June 19, 1976 in Adrian, Minnesota.

1. Bradley Scheidt was born January 16, 1978 in Luverne, Minnesota.

2. Tracey Scheidt was born January 9, 1984 in Luverne, Minnesota.

3. Tyler Scheidt was born January 9, 1984 in Luverne, Minnesota.

e. James Francis Slater was born November 30, 1929 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He married Mary Jeanette Apel November 21, 1951 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Mary was born August 16, 1931 in Worthington, Minnesota.  James and Mary farmed in Wilmont, Minnesota.  After they retired they moved to Worthington, Minnesota.

i. Barbara Jean Slater was born November 16, 1952 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Everett Rokahr December 30, 1972 in Reading, Minnesota.

1. Kari Kirsten Rokahr was born February 8, 1976 in Omaha, Nebraska.

2. Shane Aaron Rokahr was born September 25, 1977 in Omaha, Nebraska.

ii. Vickie Lee Slater was born September 30, 1953 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Steve Leo Menke April 7, 1973 in Reading, Minnesota.

1. Jennifer Lynn Menke was born August 19, 1974 in Worthington, Minnesota.

2. Laura Lee Menke was born December 10, 1975 in Worthington, Minnesota.

f. Joan Slater was born October 11, 1933 in Wilmont, Minnesota.

g. Thomas Slater was born August 17, 1931 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He married Marlene Stubbe November 17, 1954.  They divorced.  He married Verdella Delauriers Johnson December 29, 1964.  Tom died December 24, 1989.

C. Frank Balster JR was born November 21, 1898 in Alton, Iowa.  He married Anna Lenz January 29, 1924 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Anna was born January 13, 1901 in Carroll, Iowa.  Frank farmed until 1965.  He then was a salesman for Dekalb Corn.  Anna died September 2, 1954 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Frank died June 5, 1985 in Wilmont, Minnesota.

a. Dorothy Balster was born June 21, 1925.  She became a nun and took the name Sister Francine.  She lives at Assisi heights in Rochester, Minnesota.

b. Marie Balster was born December 14, 1926 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  She married Joseph E Vorthermus JR January 18, 1949 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Joe was born August 22, 1922 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Joe’s parents were Joseph and Anna Schlichte Vortherms.  Joe died December 16, 1972 in the Sioux Falls Veterans Hospital in South Dakota.  Marie lives in Wilmont, Minnesota.

i. Joanne Marie Vortherms was born October 14, 1949 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Eugene Stalt August 8, 1970 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Eugene was born December 12, 1948 in New Ulm, Minnesota.

1. Dan Stalt was born June 2, 1972 in New Ulm, Minnesota.

2. Brian Stalt was born November 10, 1974 in New Ulm, Minnesota.  He married Brenna August 10, 1995 in new Ulm, Minnesota.

a. Allison Marie Stalt was born December 24, 1996 in New Ulm, Minnesota.

3. Doug Stalt was born November 18, 1977 in New Ulm, Minnesota.

ii. LaVonne Lucille Vortherms was born October 17, 1951 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She lives in Worthington, Minnesota.

iii. James T Vortherms was born September 22, 1955 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Mary Spartz June 17, 1978 in Adrian, Minnesota.  She was born August 9.  They live in Pipestone, Minnesota.

1. Jim R Vortherms was born October 28, 1980 in Worthington, Minnesota.

2. Amber Marie Vortherms was born May 11, 1985 in Worthington, Minnesota.

iv. Diane Agnes Vortherms was born January 31, 1957 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Mark Edwards September 13, 1980 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Mark was born October 20, 1956.  They live in Rochester, Minnesota.

1. Kerry Edwards was born September 14, 1981 in Rochester, Minnesota.

2. Kristen Edwards was born August 26, 1984 in Rochester, Minnesota.

v. Larry M Vortherms was born February 24, 1959 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Kelly Plohar June 25, 1983 in Coon Rapids, Minnesota.  Kelly was born February 8, 1959 in Coon Rapids, Minnesota.  They live in Eden Prairie, Minnesota.

1. Justin Vortherms was born April 8, 1985 in the Twin Cities (Minnesota).

2. Adam Vortherms was born May 21, 1987 in the Twin Cities (Minnesota).

3. Shelley Vortherms was born January 14, 1992 in the Twin Cities (Minnesota).

vi. Joseph J Vortherms was born September 2, 1960 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Jeanie Jensen July 24, 1982 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She was born October 30, 1959 in Worthington, Minnesota.  They live in Champlin, Minnesota.

1. Jamie Lynn Vortherms was born October 22, 1986 in the Twin Cities (Minnesota).

2. Ryan Joseph Vortherms was born January 26, 1991 in the Twin Cities (Minnesota).

vii. David Lee Vortherms was born November 16, 1961 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Kari Behnke July 12, 1986 in Mapleton, Minnesota.  Kari was born February 2, 1962.  They live in Hastings, Minnesota.

1. Katie Lynn Vortherms was born September 24, 1990 in Hastings, Minnesota.

2. Megan Rose Vortherms was born August 6, 1996 in Hastings, Minnesota.

viii. Judy Lynn Vortherms was born December 3, 1964 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Jim Griebel November 4, 1989 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Jim was born March 28, 1963.

1. Jennifer Lou Griebel was born March 7, 1992 in New Ulm, Minnesota.

2. Jessica Marie Griebel was born July 4, 1997 in New Ulm, Minnesota.

c. Richard Balster was born February 26, 1929 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He married Carol Springman May 15, 1956 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Carol was born December 27, 1933 in Wilmont, Minnesota.

i. Annette Balster was born August 19, 1957 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Ian Sandercock August 9, 1986 in Montreal, Canada.

1. Nathan Charles Sandercock was born June 1, 1994 in Ottawa, Ontario.

ii. Mary Balster was born May 11, 1959 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Bruce Ahrendt August 15, 1981 in Wilmont, Minnesota.

1. Emily Rachel Ahrendt was born April 15, 1988 in Marshall, Minnesota.

2. Laura Ann Ahrendt was born April 1, 1991 in Marshall, Minnesota.

iii. Jerry Balster was born October 31, 1960 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Patty Longenecker August 8, 1992 in Mankato, Minnesota.

1. Julie Kathleen Balster was born February 4, 1995 in Burnsville, Minnesota.

2. Abby Carol Balster was born August 19, 1997 in Burnsville, Minnesota.

iv. Lisa Balster was born February 21, 1964 in Worthington, Minnesota.

v. Keith Balster was born may 1, 1967 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Jodi Olson October 13, 1990 in Wells, Minnesota.

1. Carli Rae Ann Balster was born January 5, 1996 in Burnsville, Minnesota.

2. Mason Robert Balster was born October 9, 1998 in Burnsville, Minnesota.

vi. Randy Balster was born May 24, 1974 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Jennifer Noer October 11, 2003 in Aberdene, South Dakota.  Her parents are Roger and Jan Noer of Aberdene, South Dakota.

d. Kathleen Balster was born September 29, 1930 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  She married Ted Jueneman April 19, 1955 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Ted was born November 16, 1927 in Adrian, Minnesota.  Ted died February 23, 2002 in Worthington, Minnesota.

i. Gary Jueneman was born October 11, 1955 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Terri Bartlett September 27, 1975 in Round Lake, Minnesota.

1. Travis Jueneman was born January 24, 1976 in Sibley, Iowa.  He married Kristie Kluever.
a. Kaitlyn Ann was born march 5, 2007 in Worthington, Minnesota.

2. Cassie Jueneman was born November 4, 1981 in Sibley, Iowa.

3. Kayla Jueneman was born November 4, 1984 in Sibley, Iowa.

ii. Pat Jueneman was born November 1, 1956 in Worthington, Minnesota.

iii. Dan Jueneman was born January 17, 1958 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Maria Patty Seranno October 10, 1986 in Denver, Colorado.

1. Victoria Jueneman was born February 1, 1988 in Denver, Colorado.

2. Debbie Jueneman was born January 16, 1990 in Denver, Colorado.

iv. Debra Jueneman was born January 17, 1958 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Gene Scheidt October 18, 1980 in Worthington, Minnesota.

1. Jacob Scheidt was born June 10, 1984 in Worthington, Minnesota.

2. Jay Scheidt was born January 4, 1987 in Worthington, Minnesota.

v. Brenda Jueneman was born March 12, 1959 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Marvin Voss June 30, 1984 in Worthington, Minnesota.

1. Michael Voss was born July 27, 1987 in Worthington, Minnesota.

vi. Robert Jueneman was born May 10, 1960 in Worthington, Minnesota.

e. Franklin (Red) Balster was born October 11, 1933 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He married Darlene Wagner October 11, 1956 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Darlene was born January 14, 1938 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Franklin died May 16, 2005 at Sioux Valley Hospital in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  He was buried May 19, 2005 in Calvary Cemetery in Wilmont, Minnesota.
i. Sharon Balster was born October 11, 1957 in Slayton, Minnesota.  She married John Krogstad in Las Vegas.  John was born July 24, 1954 in Granite Falls.

ii. Steve Balster was born December 17, 1958 in Slayton, Minnesota.  He married Carrie Briggs July 25, 1981 in Huron, South Dakota.

1. Aaron Balster was born April 29, 1982.

2. Jessica Balster was born April 10, 1984.

3. Kyle Balster was born November 29, 1985.

iii. Jeffery Balster was born December 8, 1959 in Slayton, Minnesota.  He married Connie Schmidt June 11, 1984 in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Connie was born November 18, 1960 in Windom, Minnesota.

1. Christofer Balster was born October 4, 1994 in Orange City, Iowa.

2. Justin Rae Balster was born March 20, 1991 in McAllen, Texas.

iv. Cathy Balster was born February 15, 1961 in Slayton, Minnesota.  She married Ron Bruns October 13, 1984 in Wilmont, Minnesota.

1. Samuel Bruns was born March 25, 1991.

2. Jacob Bruns was born March 10, 1994.

v. Laurie Balster was born May 20, 1962 in Slayton, Minnesota.  She married Steve Wieneke in Lismore, Minnesota.  Steve was born March 16, 1965 in Worthington, Minnesota.

1. Carmen Wieneke was born February 1, 1992 in Luverne, Minnesota.

2. Katie Wieneke was born October 6, 1996 in Luverne, Minnesota.

vi. Linda Balster was born May 20, 1962 in Slayton, Minnesota.  She married Keith Sorenson in Granite Falls.  

1. Kelsey Sorenson was born November 25, 1996.

vii. Mark Balster was born July 24, 1964 in Slayton, Minnesota.  He married Lori Baton and they divorced.

1. Miranda Balster was born November 15, 1990.

viii. Michael Balster was born January 29, 1966 in Slayton, Minnesota.  He married Melinda Bohn (from Brewster, Minnesota) September 9, 1989.  Melinda was born April 15, 1968.

1. Landon Balster was born July 15, 1989 in Worthington, Minnesota.

2. Jordon Balster was born January 29, 1993 in Worthington, Minnesota.

3. Karissa Balster was born June 3, 1996 in Worthington, Minnesota.

f. Robert (Bob) Balster was born April 3, 1937 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He married Ivalene Schlichte June 11, 1960 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Bob died January 7, 1985.

i. Kay Ann Balster was born March 8, 1962.  She married Andy Athchinson.  They live in Shawnee, Kansas.  

1. Abby Athchinson was born March 5, 1994.

2. Travis Athchinson was born March 3, 1993.

ii. Cindy Sue Balster was born May 31, 1968.  She married Michael Burke.  They live in Fort Dodge, Iowa.

1. Robert Burke was born February 3, 1993.

2. Megan Burke was born October 5, 1994.

iii. Christy Kay Balster was born September 30, 1971.  She married Jeff Nelson.  They live in Omaha, Nebraska.

1. Anthony Nelson was born March 2, 1997.

D. Edward Balster was born August 18, 1900 in Alton, Iowa.  He married Lucia (Lucy) Gaul February 7, 1928 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Lucy was born April 6, 1907 in Iona, Minnesota.   Edward and Lucy farmed southeast of Wilmont, Minnesota.  Lucy was a cook for the priest in Wilmont for a time.  Edward died August 14, 1986 in Adrian, Minnesota.  Lucy died November 28, 1991 in Adrian, Minnesota.  They are buried in Calvary Cemetery in Wilmont, Minnesota.

a. Agnes Lucy was born November 14, 1934 in Wilmont, Minnesota. She married James Stanley Joens September 7, 1955 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He was born July 3, 1934 in Nobles County.  Jim served in the USAF. After he left the Air Force he and Agnes moved to the farm where Agnes grew up. They are now retired and still live on that farm.

i. Brenda Bernice was born August 18, 1956 at Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas. Married Michael Durheim August 31, 1979 at OLGC in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He was born March 8, 1958. They divorced in 1997 in Kansas City, Kansas. Brenda lives in Shaunee, Kansas. She is a Medical Technologist at Bethany Hospital.

1. Melissa Kay Durheim was born February 25, 1983 in Kansas City, Kansas.

ii. Patricia Ann was born July 31, 1957 at Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas.   She married Brian Lenz July 23, 1994 at St Anthony’s in Lismore, Minnesota. He was born September 30, 1959.  Pat is a medical secretary and Brian has an excavating business. They live in Wilmont, Minnesota.

1. Luke James Joens was born April 16, 1980 in Sioux Falls South Dakota.

2. Lance Paul was born September 18, 1995 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota

3. Logan Elizabeth was born January 13, 1999 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

iii. Susan Eileen was born August 22, 1958 at Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas. She married Bill Dougherty April 29, 1977 at OLGC in Wilmont, Minnesota. He was born January 22, 1952.  Susan is a loan officer at a bank and Bill works in a lumberyard in Denton, Texas. They live in Krum, Texas.

1. Emily Susan was born October 26, 1977 in Shakopee, Minnesota

2. Nathalie Metta was born November 4, 1978 in Adrian, Minnesota.

3. Ella Elizabeth was born February 6, 1986 in Denton, Texas.

iv. James Dale was born October 19, 1959 in Worthington, Minnesota. He married Joan Mary Fuerstenberg July 2, 1977 at OLGC in Wilmont, Minnesota. She was born February 4, 1959.  Jim and Joan farm east of Wilmont. Joan is a cook at Worthington Hospital.

1. Isaac Dale was born May 12, 1977 in Adrian, Minnesota.  He married Sarah Jane Wagner September 1, 2001 in Redwood Falls, Minnesota.  She was born September 22, 1976.

a. Jena Elizabeth was born November 22, 2002 in Luverne, Minnesota.

b. Macy Jane was born August 13, 2004 in Luverne, Minnesota.

2. Derrick Edward was born June 13, 1979 in Adrian, Minnesota

a. Kayla Marie Rodenberg was born May 3, 1999 in Worthington. Her mother is Christina Rodenberg.

3. Phillip Lloyd was born August 16, 1981 in Adrian, Minnesota.

4. James Nickolas was born October 13, 1986 in Luverne, Minnesota.

5. Anna Lucy was born April 3, 1988 in Luverne, Minnesota.

v. Steven Edward was born August 27, 1961 in Worthington, Minnesota. He married Tammi Fuerstenberg February 2, 1980 at OLGC in Wilmont, Minnesota.  She was born April 26, 1962.  Steven works at Farm Services in Wilmont and Tammi works for the Worthington Schools.

1. Jessica Kay was born June 7, 1980 in Adrian, Minnesota.

2. Ryan Steven was born July 6, 1982 in Adrian, Minnesota.

3. Kimberly Jean was born April 15, 1984 in Luverne, Minnesota

4. Keith Edward was born May 13, 1987 in Luverne, Minnesota.

vi. Teresa Ellen was born May 10, 1963 in Worthington, Minnesota. She married Jeffery Hofer October 26, 1985 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He was born February 9, 1961. They divorced in 1990.  She married Michael Pautzke August 13, 1994 in Grove City, Minnesota.  He was born January 31, 1969. Teresa works for Meeker County Social Services and Mike is a fiberglass fabricator in Litchfield.

1. Jeffery Jacob was born May 1, 1986 in Sibley, Iowa.

2. Jordan Mariah was born December 2, 1996 in Litchfield, Minnesota.

vii. Jason Otto was born March 11, 1965 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Joan Marie Huls August 29, 1987 at OLGC in Wilmont, Minnesota. She was born January 26, 1968.  Jason is a teacher and Joan manages WMCA. They live in Spring Hill, Florida.

1. Jason James was born December 1, 1988 in Port Richey, Florida.

2. Alyssa Marie was born October 2, 1991 in Port Richey, Florida.

viii. Sara Lee was born November 27, 1966 in Worthington, Minnesota. She married Kevin Wynia September 9, 1989 at OLGC Wilmont, Minnesota.  He was born July 3, 1962.  Sara is a bookkeeper and Kevin farms near Slayton, Minnesota.

1. Laramie Lee was born January 2, 1991 in Worthington, Minnesota.

2. Clinton Alfred was born April 16, 1993 in Worthington, Minnesota.

ix. Eric Alan was born July 31, 1969 in Worthington, Minnesota. He is an Operations Manager for Schaap Sanitation in Worthington, Minnesota. 
x. Joy Marissa was born December 29, 1970 in Worthington, Minnesota. She is a program analyst for Schwanns Ice Cream Co in Marshall, Minnesota. Joy lives in Marshall.
E. Alfred Alphonse (Fritz) Balster was born February 7, 1906 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He married Helen Lenz July 10, 1945 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Helen was born May 16, 1905.  Fritz died November 13, 1977 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  Helen died April 28, 1993 in Ellsworth, Minnesota.

a. Jerry Balster was born February 15, 1947.  He died January 5, 1948.

F. Rose Balster was born August 12, 1902 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  She married William Gaul May 21, 1921 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  William was born October 16, 1903 in Iona, Minnesota.  Rose and William farmed at Iona, Minnesota.  Rose died March 15, 1934 in Iona, Minnesota.  William married Mary Noritz February 6, 1936.  William and Mary farmed until retirement and moved to Slayton, Minnesota.  Mary died in 1997 at Slayton, Minnesota.  William died October 7, 1998 in Slayton, Minnesota.

a. Joyce Marie was born September 13, 1930 in Iona, Minnesota. On November 25, 1952 she married Alfred Wynia the son of Simon and Tillie (Vlieger) Wynia at St Ann’s in Slayton, Minnesota.  He was born August 18, 1927. Alfred served in the Army from 1950 to 1952.   Alfred died February 12, 2005 at Murray County Memorial Hospital in Slayton, Minnesota.  He was buried February 16, 2005 in St. Ann’s Cemetery in Slayton, Minnesota.
i. Gary Allen was born September 12, 1953 in Slayton, Minnesota. He married Joan Christiansen April 9, 1983 in Portland, Oregon. Joan was born February 27, 1959. Gary is a grain buyer for G.T.A. in Portland, Oregon.

1. Katie Ann Wynia was born February 11, 1986.

2. Molly Jean Wynia was born April 24, 1990.

3. Lori Wynia

4. Joseph Wynia

ii. Katherine Rose Wynia was born December 18, 1954.  She married Lawrence Anthony Lalemen June 22, 1974 in Slayton, Minnesota.  Lawrence was born October 6, 1950.

1. Melissa Kathy Laleman was born April 29, 1975.

2. Laurie Joyce Laleman was born April 13, 1977.  She married Joseph Paul Vandendriessche November 29, 1997 at Currie, Minnesota.  Joseph was born May 14, 1975.

3. Kevin Lawrence Laleman was born October 10, 1979.

4. Lisa Rose Laleman was born May 31, 1984.

5. Gregory Andrew Laleman was born May 14, 1988.

iii. Brenda Susan Wynia was born February 9, 1956.  She married Edward Joseph Heard May 29, 1976 in Slayton, Minnesota.  Edward was born December 17, 1953.

1. Kimberly Kay Heard was born February 18, 1977.

2. Derrick Anthony Heard was born February 28, 1979.

3. Jeffrey Paul Heard was born March 5, 1982.

iv. Shirley Louise Wynia was born December 9, 1958.  She married Michael Joseph Theede September 2, 1978 in Slayton, Minnesota.  Michael was born December 29, 1956.

1. Heidi Marie Theede was born April 23, 1982.

2. Kristi Jo Theede was born May 26, 1984.

3. Kelly Mary Theede was born November 13, 1988.

v. Kevin Lee Wynia was born July 3, 1962.  He married Sara Lee Joens September 9, 1989 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Sara was born November 27, 1966 in Worthington, Minnesota.

1. Laramie Lee Wynia was born January 2, 1991.

2. Clinton Alfred Wynia was born April 16, 1993.

vi. Terry Joseph Wynia was born March 5, 1965.  He married Lori Lynn Jacobson May 4, 1996 in Slayton, Minnesota.  Lori was born June 22, 1960.

1. Samantha Jo Wynia was born October 22, 1998.

b. Richard Gaul was born March 15, 1934 in Iona, Minnesota.  He married Mary Jean Smith July 26, 1958 in Slayton, Minnesota.  Mary was born July 21, 1939.

i. Donna Rae Gaul was born January 7, 1959 in Dawson, Minnesota.  She married Douglas.

1. Nicolas Gaul was born January 11, 1984.

2. Ryan Gaul was born January 23, 1986.

ii. Becky Lynn Gaul was born August 2, 1962 in Slayton, Minnesota.

c. Joan Catherine Gaul (William and Mary’s daughter) was born June 15, 1937 in Slayton, Minnesota.  She married John DeGreef January 23, 1957 in Slayton, Minnesota.  John was born June 28, 1929 in Dell Rapids, South Dakota.  John was in the Navy.

i. William DeGreef was born February 24, 1958 in Slayton, Minnesota.

ii. Mary Ann DeGreef was born August 19, 1959 in Slayton, Minnesota.  She married Jeffrey Hauser December 18, 1982 in Slayton, Minnesota.  Jeffrey died April 20, 1994.

1. Lana Hauser

2. Emily Hauser

iii.  Renae Theresa DeGreef was born April 19, 1962 in Slayton, Minnesota.  She married Jeffrey Koulisky May 7, 1983.

1. Dustin Koulisky

2. Darrin Koulisky

iv. Karen Jo DeGreef was born September 24, 1963 in Slayton, Minnesota.  She married Royce Neibert December 30, 1983.

1. Holly Neibert

2. Heidi Neibert

3. John Neibert

4. Hannah Neibert

v. Susan Kay DeGreef was born January 19, 1968 in Slayton, Minnesota.  She married Scott Myhr May 4, 1981.

1. Dalton Myhr

2. Owen Myhr 

G. Anthony (Tony) Balster was born May 20, 1904 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He married Eleanor Lonneman February 5, 1941 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Tony Balster farmed at Iona, Minnesota.  Tony died in September 1978.   Eleanor now lives in Slayton, Minnesota.

a. LeRoy Balster was born October 24, 1941 in Slayton, Minnesota.  He married Marian Eldes March 2, 1974 in Seattle, Washington.  Marian was a widow with a son Joe, a daughter Maureen and a grandchild Patrick.  Joe’s wife’s name is Carolyn.  They have 2 children.  Maureen is married to Patrick and has a son Patrick.  Maureen and Patrick are divorced and she has re-married.  LeRoy has his own business as a large equipment mechanic.  They live in Seattle, Washington.  LeRoy was a member of the National Guard.

b. Harold (Butch) Balster was born March 10, 1945 in Slayton, Minnesota.  He married Colleen Berg October 2, 1965.  Colleen was born January 23, 1947 in Fulda, Minnesota.  Harold has his own plumbing business.  He was a member of the National Guard.  They live in Brainerd, Minnesota.

i. Dean Balster was born July 23, 1966 in Slayton, Minnesota.  He married Barbara Sunde June 11, 1994.  Barbara was born April 29, 1964 at Crosby, Minnesota.  She is a radiologist.  Dean is a carpenter.  They live in Brainerd, Minnesota.

1. Nicole Moore (stepdaughter) was born April 30, 1987 in Cass County.

2. Alex Balster was born November 24, 1994 in Brainerd, Minnesota.

3. Sophie Balster was born November 20, 1997 in Brainerd, Minnesota.

ii. Debby Balster was born November 3, 1967 in Slayton, Minnesota.  She married Paul Wasgatt June 10, 1989.  Paul was born August 27, 1963.  Debby is a nutritionist-head of school program.  Paul is a mechanic with his own shop.  They live in Albertville, Minnesota.

1. Mathew Paul Wasgatt was born May 27, 1992.

iii. Dawn Balster was born March 10, 1972 in Slayton, Minnesota.  She married Scott Heide April 23, 1995.   Scott was born September 23, 1964 in Chicago, Illinois.  Dawn is an office worker.  Scott is a sheriff’s dispatcher and DJ.  They live in Pillager, Minnesota.

1. Kailynn Heide was born September 23, 1997 in Brainerd, Minnesota.

2. Unknown

iv. DeAnne Balster was born January 6, 1974 in Slayton, Minnesota.  She married Rodney Pierzinski August 30, 1997.  Rodney was born April 7, 1977. He is an electrician.  DeAnne works for the airlines.  They live in Lakeshore, Minnesota.

H. Elizabeth Otilia Balster was born January 5, 1908 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  She married William Balzar Slater May 13, 1930.  William was born October 8, 1887 in Rushmore, Minnesota.  William’s first wife was Helena John.  He married her October 12, 1912.  She died.  William farmed south of Wilmont.  He had lived for a time at Beardsley, Minnesota.  William died December 26, 1938 and is buried in Calvary Cemetery in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Elizabeth died October 11, 2000 and is buried in the Calvary Cemetery in Wilmont, Minnesota.

a. Victor Slater (stepson) was born March 31, 1928 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He married Mildred Klein June 12, 1951 in Adrian, Minnesota.  Victor farms west Wilmont, Minnesota.  Mildred was a homemaker.  Mildred died January 19, 1996.

i. William Francis Slater was born March 19, 1952 in Slayton, Minnesota.  He married Monica Katherine Feinhagge October 26, 1974 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Monica was born July 31, 1953 in Slayton, Minnesota.  William was in the air force.  He is a mail carrier and farms.  Monica is a packaging clerk.

1. Adam William Slater was born June 25, 1976 in Slayton, Minnesota.  He married Amy Seykora July 8, 2002 in Hardin, Montana.  Adam is a nuclear engineer at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard.  He was in the US merchant marines.  Amy is also a nuclear engineer at the Naval Shipyard.  They live in Bremerton, Washington.

2. Daniel Robert Slater was born April 3, 1979 in Slayton, Minnesota.  He married Ellen Bicek October 19, 2002 in St. Paul, Minnesota.  Daniel was in the air force as an operations research in the USAF.  He is with Allianz Insurance Co in Minneapolis, Minnesota as a mathematics actuary.  Ellen has a master’s degree in physical therapy.  They live in St. Bonifacius, Minnesota.

3. Tami Jo Slater was born January 6, 1981 in Slayton, Minnesota.

ii. Teresa Dolores Slater was born January 22, 1956 in Slayton, Minnesota.  She married Allen Leon Henderscheidt August 2, 1975 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Allen was born August 8, 1953 in Adrian, Minnesota.  Teresa is a special-ed paraprofessional.  Allen is self-employed in the trucking business.  They live in Worthington, Minnesota.

1. Brian Allen Henderscheidt was born June 19, 1980 in Worthington, Minnesota.

2. Stacy Ann Henderscheidt was born November 21, 1982 in Worthington, Minnesota.

iii. David Slater was born July 25, 1954.  He lives in Bridgewater, South Dakota.

iv. Beverly Slater was born December 26, 1956.  She married David Uppman May 12, 1979.  She does clerical work.

1. Kyle Uppman was born January 6, 1984.

2. Tracy Uppman was born October 17, 1986.  They live in Worthington, Minnesota.

v. Joseph Slater was born November 14, 1958.  Joseph is a welder.  He lives in Wilmont, Minnesota.

b. John (Jack) Henry Slater was born October 30, 1937 in Rushmore, Minnesota.  He married LaVonne Margaret Johanning May 23, 1959 in St. Kilian, Minnesota.  LaVonne was born August 21, 1938 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Vonnie’s parents are Raymond and Mary (John) Johanning.  Jack was 14 months old when his father died.  He knows him only from stories told to him by his mother, uncles and aunts.  He was born on the farm home place and has lived there all of his life.

i. Mark William Slater was born February 20, 1960 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Leslie Elizabeth Tennessen August 22, 1992 in Brewster, Minnesota.  Leslie was born April 21, 1966 in Worthington, Minnesota.  Mark is a farmer and a pioneer corn salesman.  Leslie works at Community Liaison Helping Hand Pregnancy Center.  Her parents are Melvin and Carol Tennessen.  They live in Summit Lake Township.

1. Elizabeth (Libby) Carol Slater was born May 16, 1987 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

2. Max Williams Slater was born August 25, 1993 in Worthington, Minnesota.

3. Martin Tennessen Slater was born February 27, 1998 in Worthington, Minnesota.

ii. Michael John Slater was born June 7, 1961 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Colleen Schettler May 5, 1984 in Browerville, Minnesota.  They divorced.  Michael is a carpenter and lives in Wilmont, Minnesota.

1. Thomas Raymond Slater was born April 7, 1985 in Worthington, Minnesota.

iii. Gary Raymond Slater was born June 23, 1962 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Teresa Edna Malcolm July 16, 1988 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Teresa was born December 9, 1966 in Worthington, Minnesota.  Gary is a farmer.  Teresa is a homemaker.  The live in Rushmore, Minnesota.

1. Katy Marie Slater was born August 13, 1990 I Worthington, Minnesota.

2. Natasha Ann Slater was born April 27, 1993 in Worthington, Minnesota.

3. Nicole Lynn Slater was born October 4, 1995 in Worthington, Minnesota.

4. Mathew Raymond Slater was born January 27, 1997 in Worthington, Minnesota.

iv. Natalie Ann Slater was born August 15, 1963 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Randy Joseph Reker August 27, 1983 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Randy was born September 24, 1958 in Adrian, Minnesota.  Randy is a farmer. Natalie is a homemaker.  They live in Larkin Township.

1. Taren Kate Reker was born June 1, 1986 in Worthington, Minnesota.

2. Jordan Ray Reker was born September 27, 1989 in Worthington, Minnesota.

3. Zachary Joseph Reker was born September 27, 1989 in Worthington, Minnesota.

4. Anthony Roman Reker was born May 25, 1993 in Worthington, Minnesota.

v. Kent Francis Slater was born September 4, 1964 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Coreen Ann Penning April 6, 1991 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Coreen was born December 4, 1969 in Slayton, Minnesota.  Kent farms south of Wilmont.  Coreen is a bookkeeper at Wilmont Farm Services Center.  They live in Rushmore, Minnesota.

1. Trent John Slater was born December 29, 1992 in Worthington, Minnesota.

2. Jenna Ann Slater was born July 29, 1994 in Worthington, Minnesota.

3. Jesse Raymond Slater was born March 5, 1996 in Worthington, Minnesota.

4. Alexis Margaret Slater was born October 19 in Worthington, Minnesota.

vi. Eileen Marie Slater was born November 25, 1996 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Kyle Eric Heitkamp April 22, 1989 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Kyle was born February 21, 1966 in Adrian, Minnesota.  Eileen is an accounting manager and a homemaker.  Kyle is a business owner.  They live in Excelsior, Minnesota.

1. Marshall Slater Heitkamp was born June 13, 1996 in St. Louis Park, Minnesota.

2. Hannah Slater Heitkamp was born December 16, 1997 in St. Louis Park, Minnesota.

vii. Carl Slater was born December 10, 1965 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He died December 10, 1965 in Worthington, Minnesota and is buried in Calvary Cemetery in Wilmont, Minnesota.

viii. Mary Kay Slater was born December 12, 1970 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Zarir Homi Erani October 27, 1993.  Zarir was born April 14, 1969 in Bombay, India.  Mary is a homemaker.  Zarir is a computer software consultant.  The live in Maple Grove, Minnesota. 

1. Taeya Misha Erani was born May 13, 1997 in Robbinsdale, Minnesota.

2. Rainer Keki Erani was born October 15, 1998 in Robbinsdale, Minnesota.

3. Aiden Ciaran Erani was born July 18, 2000 in Robbinsdale, Minnesota.

I. Josephine Marie Balster was born October 9, 1913 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  She married Joseph Mathew Hanten November 27, 1945 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Joseph was born September 20, 1917 in White Lake, South Dakota.  Joseph and Josephine farm at Fulda, Minnesota.    Josephine died December 6, 2003 in Sious Falls, South Dakota.  She was buried December 10, 2003 in the Calvary Cemetery in Wilmont, Minnesota.

J. Aloysius C Balster was born October 3, 1909 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He married Mary Ann Vortherms February 14, 1939 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Mary Ann was born September 24, 1917 in Havlock, North Dakota.  Al was a farmer until retirement.  They moved to Wilmont, Minnesota.  Al died October 23, 1993 in Wilmont, Minnesota and is buried in the Calvary Cemetery in Wilmont, Minnesota.

a. Ronald Francis Balster was born June 13, 1941 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He married Sharon Marie Peterson April 18, 1964 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Sharon was born May 7, 1939 in Windom, Minnesota.

i. Gary Balster was born March 10, 1968.  He married Jennifer Marie Schuster May 21, 1997 in Jamaica.

1. Sarah Marie Balster was born September 8, 1994 in Mankato, Minnesota.

ii. Glen John Balster was born August 18, 1969.

b. Elizabeth (Betty) Ann Balster was born October 26, 1942 in Wilmont, Minnesota.

c. Marlene Josephine Balster was born June 24, 1944 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  She married Richard Wolfe October 12, 1963 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Richard was born February 19, 1942 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  Richard died May 7, 1993 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

i. Crystal Wolfe was born December 12, 1963.  She married Terry Alan Goehring April 29, 1996 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  Terry was born March 29, 1962 in Huron, South Dakota.

ii. Keith Richard Wolfe was born November 1, 1964 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  He married Barbara Ann Murphy September 9, 1995 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  Barbara was born March 24, 1968 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

1. Richard James Wolfe was born September 21, 1997.

d. Elaine Agnes Balster was born September 8, 1945.  She married William Pearson Smith January 8, 1972 in Columbus, Ohio.  William was born February 14, 1945 in Monterey, California.

e. Jean Lucille Balster was born September 24, 1951 in Wilmont, Minnesota. She married George Hoffman July 10, 1971 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  George was born April 18, 1947 in Adrian, Minnesota.

i. Bradley John Hoffman was born September 19, 1972 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Laura Ruth Karsten August 30, 1997 in Worthington, Minnesota.  Laura was born May 13, 1973 in Worthington, Minnesota.

ii. Lori Ann Hoffman was born June 26, 1974 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Bob Bristow.

1. Abigail Jean was born November 11, 2003 in Worthington, Minnesota.

f. Thomas Norbert Balster was born December 4 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Shirley Ann Fienhagge December 18, 1976 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Shirley was born July 10, 1954 in St. Kilian, Minnesota.

i. Mathew Thomas Balster was born January 7, 1979 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

ii. Anthony Thomas Balster was born April 24, 1982 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

iii. Leah Kathryn Balster was born May 24, 1995 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

iv. Ann Kristyn Balster was born May 24, 1995 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

g. Kenneth Joseph Balster was born September 20, 1957 in Worthington, Minnesota.

K. Lawrence George Balster was born August 18, 1911 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He married Lorraine Christina Bruns October 16, 1945 in St. Kilian, Minnesota.  Lorraine was born July 13, 1918 in St. Kilian, Minnesota.  Lorraine was a homemaker.  Lawrence was a postmaster.  They live in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Larry died in a car accident May 11, 1971 in Wilmont, Minnesota.

a. Shirley Clara Balster was born July 20, 1946 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married David Gengler August 20, 1966 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  David was born September 20, 1943 in Slayton, Minnesota.  Shirley graduated from the University of Minnesota with a BS degree in food science.  She worked as a product manager for General Mills.  David was a car salesman.  He died September 26, 1984 in Prior Lake, Minnesota.  He is buried in the St. Kilian Cemetery in Minnesota.

i. Michael David Gengler was born October 14, 1967 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  He married Seaneen Marie Conklin August 8, 1996 in Eden Prairie, Minnesota.  Seaneen was born October 26, 1970 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Michael graduated from the US Military Academy in 1990.  He is a project manager for North Star Fire Protection.

1. Wyatt David Gengler was born February 8, 1997 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

2. Garet James Gengler was born August 7, 1998 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

3. Max Michael Gengler was born August 25, 2001 at Methodist Hospital in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

ii. Scott Gerald was born April 29, 1971 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He married Lori Marie Elliot August 9, 1997 in Rochester, Minnesota. She was born June 28, 1971.  She is the daughter of Charles Arthur and Marlys Marie McCoy Elliot.  Scott graduated with a BS in Physical Education & Health from Bemidji State University, a MS in School Administration from St Thomas University and an Ed.S in Educational Leadership from St Thomas University. He is currently the principle at Watertown-Mayer High School in Watertown, Minnesota. Lori graduated with a BS in Marketing from St Thomas University and works in sales for Kraft Foods. They currently live in Victoria, Minnesota.
b. Alan Leo Balster was born February 21, 1949 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Sharon Ann Kremer May 11, 1974 in Iona, Minnesota.  Sharon was born December 4, 1950 in Slayton, Minnesota.  Alan is a carpenter.  They live in Wilmont, Minnesota.

i. Joshua Lawrence Balster was born September 12, 1976 in Worthington, Minnesota.

ii. Amy Jessica Balster was born August 8, 1978 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Nathan Groninga July 17, 1999 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Nathan was born August 26, 1976 in Worthington, Minnesota.  Amy has an elementary education degree.  Nathan is an actuary at Mutual of Omaha Nebraska.

1. Ian Joshua Groninga was born in April 2003.

c. Daryl Raymond Balster was born December 27, 1951 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Cindy Bullerman October 17, 1992 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Cindy was born June 7, 1970 in Worthington, Minnesota.  Daryl is a carpenter and Cindy works in the Wilmont Bank.  They live in Wilmont, Minnesota.

i. Ashley Danielle Balster was born March 16, 1994 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

d. Roger Lawrence Balster was born March 2, 1954 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Kathleen Croat may 17, 1975 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Kathleen was born September 29, 1953 in Adrian, Minnesota.  They are divorced.  Roger is a plumber.

i. Troy Anthony Balster was born September 21, 1975 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

ii. Stacy Marie Balster was born October 4, 1979 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

e. Barbara Jean Balster was born June 14, 1956 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Daniel Hub Snyder August 21, 1976 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Daniel was born July 17, 1954 in Worthington, Minnesota.

i. Anna Victoria Snyder was born April 25, 1981 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

ii. Mathew Daniel Snyder was born August 21, 1984 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

f. Duane Joseph Balster was born June 17, 1957 in Worthington, Minnesota.  Duane works 7hrs/day at Schaaps Recycling Plant.  He lives in Wilmont, Minnesota.

L. Leo Gregory Balster was born December 5, 1915 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  He married Inez Marie Bruns February 1, 1943 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Inez was born August 1, 1916 in Wilmont, Minnesota.  Leo farmed the home place until retirement.  Inez is s homemaker.  Leo died February 24, 2006 at the Worthington Regional Hospital.  He was buried February 27, 2006 in Calvary Catholic Cemetery in Wilmont, Minnesota.
a. Marian Clara Balster was born September 20, 1943 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Jonathan Joseph Hibma June 17, 1978 in Ocheydan, Iowa.  Joseph was born February 24, 1948 in Sibley, Iowa.  Marian and Joe are farmers.

i. Joy Clara Hibma was born January 15, 1980 in Rochester, Minnesota.  Joy is a newspaper reporter.

ii. Nathan Joe Hibma was born March 26, 1982 in Sibley, Iowa.

iii. Julie Anne Hibma was born April 10, 1984 in Sibley, Iowa.

iv. Nick Jon Hibma was born November 4, 1986 in Sibley, Iowa.

b. Vivian LaVonne Balster was born January 19, 1949 in Worthington, Minnesota.  See Appendix C for a transcribed copy of her obituary.

i. Rachel Elizabeth Balster was born June 18, 1981 in Phoenix, Arizona.

ii. Sarah Jane Balster was born June 19, 1982 in Phoenix, Arizona.

c. James Leo Balster was born February 13, 1950 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Marcie Jean Diekman May 28, 1976 in St. Kilian, Minnesota.  Marcie was born April 24, 1950.  She is a registered nurse.  Jim is a carpenter and farmer.  They live in Wilmont, Minnesota.

i. Chadwick James Balster was born November 2, 1976 in Worthington, Minnesota.  Chadwick was an exchange student to Crailsheim, Germany. He is studying fine arts at the University of Minnesota.

ii. Nicholas John Balster was born April 15, 1978 in Worthington, Minnesota.  Nick was an exchange student to Crailsheim, Germany.  He is in German International Studies at Macalaster College (Minnesota).  He helps raise money for Habitat for Humanity.

iii. Josephine (Josie) Catherine Balster was born May 24, 1982 in Worthington, Minnesota.  Josie was an exchange student to Crailsheim, Germany for the class of 2000.

d. Jane Marie Balster was born November 7, 1953 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Marcus Eldol August 4, 1984 in Beresford, South Dakota.  Mark was born November 23, 1962.

i. Samuel Noah Eldol was born January 8, 1986 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

ii. Aaron James Eldol was born July 1, 1987 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

e. Carol Jo Balster was born September 24, 1954 in Worthington, Minnesota.  She married Vernon Bell September 20, 1975 in Wilmont, Minnesota.

f. Dale Francis Balster was born April 26, 1957 in Worthington, Minnesota.  He married Karen Rogers February 14, 1987 in Arizona.  They divorced.

i. Emily Ann Balster was born November 27, 1987 in Worthington, Minnesota. 

III.  Joseph Charles Balster was born April 15, 1869 in Germany.  He married Engeline (Lena) Catherine Schoo January 9, 1907 at Iona, MN.  Lena was born May 14, 1889 in Hanover, Germany.  Joseph was a farmer at Iona, MN.  He died March 12, 1938 at Iona.  He is buried at Iona, MN.  Lena died April 4, 1957 at Iona and is buried there.  Joseph’s parents were Herman and Anna Vander Emsen Balster.  Lena’s parents were John Albert and Mary Catherine Barenkemp Schoo.  

A. John Albert Balster, born February 12, 1909 at Iona, MN.  He was single.  He died March 12, 1962 and is buried at the Iona Catholic Cemetery.

B. Francis (Frank) Joseph Balster, born July 23, 1910 at Iona, MN.  He was a farmer and construction worker.  From 1930 to 1954, he played in the Billy Balster Band with his brothers and sister.  Frank played saxophone and cornet.  Bill played saxophone, Aloysius played the trombone.  Bernard played the drums, Josephine played the piano and electric organ.  They played for many dances in the area and were very good.  Frank died October 11, 2000 and was buried October 16, 2000 in Iona Catholic Cemetery.

C. William (Bill) Balster, born August 12, 1912 in Iona, MN.  He died December 21, 1987 at Iona, MN and is buried in the Iona Catholic Cemetery.

D. Aloysius Balster, born April 17, 1914 at Iona, MN.  He died March 19, 1994 and is buried in the Iona Catholic Cemetery.

E. Bernard John Balster, born May 9, 1916 at Iona, MN.  He married Elizabeth Louise Burkhard July 9, 1953 at St. Kilian, MN.  He is a farmer.  Bernard and Elizabeth had seven children.  Betty died September 9, 2005 at Slayton Manor in Slayton, Minnesota.  She was buried September 12, 2005 in St. Columba Cemetery in Iona, Minnesota.
a. Edwin Joseph Balster was born May 30, 1954 in Worthington, MN.  He married Debra Ann Rehurek June 25, 1977 in Huron, SD.  Debra was born August 16, 1953 in Tyndall, SD.  Ed is a machinist.

i. Scott Daniel Balster was born September 8, 1981 in Longmont, CO.

b. Gerald Henry Balster was born March 5, 1956 in Worthington, MN.  He married Tammy Kerchiner in Sleepy Eye, MN.  Tammy was born in Avoca, MN.  Dean Kerchiner was her father.  Gerald works in photography and Tammy is a beautician.

i. Brian Balster was born in Sleepy Eye, MN. 

ii. Amber Balster was born in Sleepy Eye, MN.

c. Leon Francis Balster was born May 22, 1957.  Leon is  a farmer.

d. Linda Louise Balster was born July 27, 1958 in Worthington, MN.   She married Dennis John O’Malley April 24, 1982 in Montevideo, MN.  Dennis was born April 23, 1957 in Benson, MN.  Dennis’ parents were Francis and Salvara Schirmer O’Malley.  Dennis is a machinist.

i. Jason Michael O’Malley was born November 28, 1984 in Fargo, ND.

e. Shirley Mae Balster was born September 7, 1959 in Worthington, MN.  She died in 1962 in Sioux Falls, SD.  She is buried in St. Columba’s Cemetery in Iona, MN.

f. Roseanne Balster was born February 8, 1961 in Worthington, MN.  She married Samuel Smith.  Sam works with Mobil Homes.

g. Joan Elizabeth Balster was born December 30, 1966 in Worthington, MN.

F. Norbert Nicholas Balster, born April 27, 1918 at Iona, MN.  He married Elizabeth Marie Zant, September 12, 1944.  Elizabeth was born December 28, 1925 in Woodstock, MN.  Her parents were Siebrant and Alyda Marie Jacobs Zant.  Norbert was a farmer and musician.  Norbert died December 1, 1986 in Slayton, MN.  He is buried in the Slayton Catholic Cemetery.  

a. Antoinette Marie Balster was born August 10, 1945 in Slayton, MN.  She married Arthur Griffin February 8, 1964 in Iona, MN.  Arthur was born October 19, 1933 in Edgerton, MN.  His parents were James and Ruby Carol Millis Griffin.  Art is a farmer and Toni is a secretary.

i. Michel Griffin was born November 10, 1964.

ii. Darin Griffin was born August 22, 1967.

iii. Todd Griffin was born September 14, 1968.

b. Theodora Emma Balster was born September 16, 1946 in Slayton, MN.  She married Ronald McKenzie on February 20.   Ron is Sheriff of Murray County.  Theodora is a dispatcher at the Sheriff’s Office.

i. John Walter McKenzie

ii. Richard McKenzie

iii. Denise Cherise McKenzie

c. Joseph Francis Balster was born June 30, 1948 in Slayton, MN.  He married Jacqueline Marie Smith November 15, 1969 in Watertown, SD.  Jacqueline was born April 11, 1953 in Minneapolis, MN.  Her parents were Philip and Sylvia Smith.  Joseph died January 27, 2007 at Our House Hospice Home in Slayton, Minnesota.   He was buried January 30, 2007 at St. Ann’s Cemetery in Slayton, Minnesota.
i. Rebecca Lynn was born March 16, 1970.

ii. Christina Rae Peters was born June 3, 1977.

iii. Penny Jo Elizabeth was born October 24, 1978.

d. Joyce Elaine Balster was born March 15, 1951 in Marshall, MN.  She married Lynn Orville Showalter April 18, 1970 in Minneapolis, MN.  Lynn was born January 10, 1950 in Slayton, MN.  His parents were Herman and Caroline Emilia Nimmerfroh.  Lynn is a boiler engineer.  Joyce is an assistant manager of a liquor store.

e. Marvin Douglas Balster was born August 6, 1953 in Marshall, MN. He married Bridgette Sogoun July 15.  They live in France.  He works in  a paper factory.

i. Emanville Balster was born August 16, 1976.

ii. Mathew Balster was born May 18, 1978.

iii. Olivia Balster was born May 17, 1980.

f. Susan Marie Balster was born May 12, 1958 in Slayton, MN.   She is a sales clerk.

g. Richard Alan Balster was born March 16, 1960 in Slayton, MN.  He married Rose Hart May 18, 1982 in Ellsworth, SD.  Rose was born November 14 in MS.  Richard was in the Air Force in Germany.

G. Mary Margaret Balster, born May 22, 1920 in Iona, MN.  She married Thomas Kennedy Clark April 14, 1944 in Durham, NC.  Thomas was born January 10, 1920 in Fergus Falls, MN.  Thomas’ parents were William and Louise Almyra Bradstreet Clark.  They were farmers.  Mary was  a teacher.  Mary died May 6, 2003 at Dundee, MN.   Thomas died June 5, 2006 at home in Dundee, MN.  He was buried June 8, 2006 in St. Gabriel’s Catholic Cemetery in Fulda, Minnesota.
a. William Joseph Clark was born August 30, 1946 in Worthington, MN.

b. Cynthia Clark was born September 5, 1948 in Worthington ,MN.  She married Robert Bonczek June 13, 1970 in Fulda, MN.  Cynthia works at a bank.

i. Michael Gene Bonczek was born December 10, 1970 in Minneapolis, MN.

ii. Leslie Ann Bonczek was born June 30, 1974 in Columbia Heights, MN.

c. Carol Clark was born April 22, 1950 in Worthington, MN.  She married Donald Olson.  Donald died June 30, 1986 and is buried at Fort Snelling Cemetery in St. Paul, MN.  Donald was in the navy.  Carol is a secretary.

d. Barbara Jean Clark was born August 30, 1954.  She married James Gerald Elsing June 23, 1979 in Fulda, MN.  James was born October 24, 1951 in Adrian, MN.  James’ parents were John George and Minnie Reistsmadsing Elsing.  Jim works for J&F Office Supply in sales and service.  Barb owns and operates Stairway to Beauty.  They both work in Worthington, MN.

i. Jessica Elsing was born August 27, 1982.

ii. Paul Elsing was born December 12, 1985.

e. Steven Kenneth Clark was born February 1, 1957 in Worthington, MN.  He married Catherine Evelyn Adamec September 24, 1983 in Cresca, IA.  Catherine was born June 28, 1958 in Cresca, IA.  Her parents were Elmer and Evelyn Sobolik Adamec. Steven works as VP of Operation Prairie Development for Godfather’s Pizza.  Cathy works for the bank.

i. Thomas Clark was born August 12, 1984 in Sioux Falls, SD.

ii. Jennifer Clark was born August 15, 1986.

iii. Abigail Clark was born February 24, 1989.

H. Anna Theresa Balster was born September 4, 1924 in Iona, MN.  She married Harold Schaffer February 21 in Iona, MN.  Harold was born May 2, 1923 in Slayton, MN.  Harold is a farmer.  Anna died December 1, 1986.

a. Jean Marie Schaffer was born April 27, 1945 in Slayton, MN.  She married Louis Arthur Beckendorf August 21, 1971 in Slayton, MN.  Arthur was born January 28, 1934 in Ceylon, MN.  They are farmers.

i. Lisa Lynn Beckendorf was born March 7, 1974 in Fairmont, MN.

ii. Eric Andrew Beckendorf was born January 10, 1976 in Fairmont, MN. 

iii. Mark Allen Beckendorf was born December 29, 1977 in Fairmont, MN.

iv. Dale David Beckendorf was born June 13, 1983 in Fairmont, MN.

b. David Joseph Schaffer was born September 27, 1946 in Slayton, MN.  He married Linda Kay Gerber June 21, 1969 in Fulda, MN.  Linda was born March 19, 1949 in Worthington, Minnesota.  Her parents are Charles and A. Lucille Getzel Gerber.  David is in the military.

i. Samuel Christopher Schaffer was born August 17, 1972 in Augsburg, Germany.

ii. Sampson Carl Schaffer was born August 19, 1975 in Adana, Turkey.

iii. Samuri Clayton Schaffer was born October 20, 1977 in  Rapid City, SD.

c. Lois Ann Schaffer  was born April 27, 1949 in Slayton, MN.  She married Leland Eugene Saxton April 19, 1969 in Iona, MN.  Leland was born January 7, 1945 in Fairmont, MN.  Leland’s parents are Lyle and Dorothy Mae Garlick Saxton.  Leland is an office manager.

i. Janet Lois Saxton was born May 22, 1970 in Fairmont, MN.

ii. Brenda Lee Saxton was born July 3, 1972 in Fairmont, MN.

iii. Aaron Eugene Saxton was born January 25, 1977 in Fairmont, MN.

iv. Daniel Curtis Saxton was born May 4, 1981 in Fairmont, MN.

d. Diane Mae Schaffer was born August 13, 1951 in Slayton, MN.  She married Ronald Louis Runkle August 9, 1970 in Slayton, MN.  Ronald was born July 30, 1948 in Albert Lea, MN.  Ronald works in road construction.

i. Brian Francis Runkle was born July 4, 1971 in Slayton, MN.

ii. Jeffery Ronald Runkle was born February 24, 1974 in Spring Valley, MN. 

iii. Angela Mae Runkle was born November 6, 1975 in Fairmont, MN.

iv. Stacie Ann Runkle was born August 8, 1978 in Fairmont, MN.

e. Leroy John Schaffer was born May 26, 1954 in Slayton, MN  Leroy is a truck driver.

f. Theresa Marie Schaffer was born September 21, 1958 in Slayton, MN.  She married Michael Alan Clark July 11, 1980 in Slayton, MN.  Michael was born February 26, 1957 in Marengo, IA.  His parents are Melvin and Irene Daniels Clark.  Mike is a clerk.

i. Michelle Lynn Clark was born July 18, 1977 in Slayton, MN.

ii. Bradley Michael Clark was born October 18, 1981 in Slayton, MN.

iii. Amy Jo Clark was born July 26, 1983 in Slayton, MN.

I. Josephine Frances Balster, born May 30, 1926 in Iona, MN.  She married William Neuheisel February 10, 1953 in Iona, MN.  William was born March 15, 1922 in LeMars, IA.  They were farmers.  William died April 15, 1981 from a trucking accident in Wheatland, WY.  He is buried in Black Hill National Cemetery in Sturgis, SD.

a. Janice  Marie Neuheisel was born December 1, 1953 in Worthington, MN.  She married Carroll Dean Goodell September 10, 1974 in Spearfish, SD.  Carroll was born November 13, 1949 in Philip, SD.  Carroll’s parents were Carroll and Juanita May Snell Goodell.  Carroll is a “Skidder.”

i. Darren Dean Goodell was born November 28, 1978 in Rapid City, SD.

ii. Darwin Lee Goodell was born November 28, 1978 in Rapid City, SD.

b. Julie  Ann Neuheisel  was born July 12, 1955 in Adrian, MN.  She married Gary D Roger July 13, 1974 in Lake Ozark, MO.  Gary was born October 27, 1953 in Lake Ozark, MO.   Gary’s parents are William and Peggy Smith Roger.  Julie is a registered nurse.  They are divorced.

i. Nicole Lee Roger was born April 24, 1977 in Tarryon Air Force Base, Spain. 

c. Donna Sue Neuheisel was born October 30, 1956 in Adrian, MN.  She married Mathew John Schurger April 26, 1975 in Rapid City, SD.  Mathew was born May 29, 1957 in Rapid City, SD.  His parents were Robert and Betty Roth Schurger.  Matt is a Quarry Superintendent in Lien, CO.  Donna is a receptionist at Limousine World.

i. James Mathew Schurger was born October 6, 1976 in Rapid City, SD.

ii. Joshua Paul Schurger was born April 10, 1981 in Fort Collins, CO.

d. Joseph William Neuheisel was born October 5, 1958 in Adrian, MN.  He married Nola Marell Boemaster December 31, 1981 in Casper, WY.  Nola was born March 5, 1962 in Macintosh, SD.  Nola’s parents are Robert and Arlene Maxson Boemaster.  Joe is a ranch hand.

i. Cameron Jo Neuheisel was born February 22, 1982 in Hettinger, ND.

ii. Carmen Jo Neuheisel was born October 1983 in Hettinger, ND.

e. John  Francis Neuheisel was born May 16, 1960 in Adrian, MN.  He married Nancy LaVon Erhart May 31, 1980.  Nancy was born June 24, 1962 in Minot, ND.  Nancy’s parents are Lawrence and Shirley Bauer Erhart.  John is  a ranch hand.

i. William Joseph Neuheisel was born November 8, 1982 in Hettinger, ND.

ii. Melissa Ann Neuheisel was born September 6, 1984 in Hettinger, ND.

f. Mary Carol Neuheisel was born December 5, 1961 in Adrian, MN.  She married Calvin James Blomquist November 27, 1978 in Lemon, SD.  Calvin was born November 2, 1952 in Sisseton, SD.  Calvin’s parents are James and Marlys Weinkauf Blomquist.  Calvin died February 4, 1980 at Newtown, ND.  He is buried at Lemon, SD.  Mary works for N.A.P.A.

i. Tammy Renee Blomquist was born January 1, 1979 in Hettinger, ND. 

g. Alice Ann Neuheisel was born November 22, 1963 in Adrian, MN.  She married Steven Alan Meier June 15, 1984 in Lemmons, SD.  Steven was born February 25, 1962 in Hettinger, ND.  Steven’s parents are Paul and Ellguvene Machrzak Meier.  Steven is a car and farm implement salesman.  Alice is Advertising Manager for Lemmon Paper.

i. Thomas Albert Meier was born February 24, 1983 in Hettinger, ND.
J. Lucy Catherine Balster, born July 25, 1928 in Iona, MN.  She married Leon Cammillus Thooft June 19, 1962 in Iona, MN.  Leon was born June 22, 1923 in Lincoln County, MN.  Leon’s parents were Camiel and Mary Lamote Thooft.  Lucy and Leon were farmers and are retired.
IV.  Clemens August Balster was born June 4, 1872.  August Clement Balster was born June 4, 1872, in Steinfelt Oldenburg, Germany.  August Clement was baptized Cement August, but never went by the name.  He was the son of Herman Balster and Anna Von Der Emser.  After his mother, Anna, died, his father married Mary, who is the mother of Henry Balster.  August came to America from Germany under another name when he was a very young man.  He wanted to avoid the rigid army constraint or rule under Kaiser Wilhelm, the head of the German Empire.  His brother Frank was a sailor and came to America first.  August landed in Baltimore, Maryland and then moved to the Remsen-Alton, Iowa area where Frank was living.  He married Mary Theresa Staab there and they moved to a farm ranch near Dixon, Nebraska.

Mary Theresa Staab Balster died of Milk Leg Fever on September 30, 1909.  August Clement Balster married Margaret Didier Gotmer on September 5, 1916.  

See Appendix D for Mary Theresa Staab Balster history.

See Appendix E for Margaret Didier Gotmer history.

August Clement Balster and Mary Theresa Staab had two daughters, Lucy and Mary.

August Clement Balster and Margaret Didier Gotmer Balster had three daughters, Virginia, Regina and Geraldine.

A. Lucy Balster was born February 22, 1908.  She married James R McLauglin.  They lived in Des Moines, IA.  Lucy and Jim both worked at Mercy Hospital in Des Moines.  Jim died June 12, 1947.  Lucy did not remarry.  Lucy died of cancer in 1997.

a. Robert McLaughlin was born November 6, 1938.

b. James McLaughlin was born December 23, 1939.  He was married.

i. Tracy McLaughlin

ii. Steve McLaughlin

iii. Tommy McLaughlin

c. Donald McLaughlin was born June 22, 1941.

B. Mary (Babe) Balster was born Setptember 3, 1909 in Dixon, Nebraska.  She married Ray Lauters.  Ray was born May 30, 1906 in LeMars, IA to Peter Lauters and Jennie Forethe Lauters.  Mary and Ray farmed near Remsen, IA and then Marcus, IA.  They had nine children:  Jeannine, and a twin that died shortly after birth, Audrey, Peter, Robert, Marlene, Douglas, Daniel and Larry.  Ray died September 1988.

a. Jeannine Lauters Dreckman, born December 24, 1931, married Carl Dreckman, born November 9, 1927.  They had six children.  Carl died April 25, 1971.  Jeannine currently lives in LeMars, IA.

i. Raymond Dreckman, born October 23, 1954, married Roseann Wille on April 16, 1977.  They live in LeMars IA and have three children.

ii. Chuck Dreckman, born November 23, 1955 married Donna Reams.  They were divorced and Chuck remarried.  He had three children.  Chuck is deceased.

1. Shonden Marie Deckman was born April 27, 1977.

2. Unknown name

3. Unknown name

iii. Elizabeth Dreckman Durr, born November 14, 1957, married Rod Durr.  They live in LeMars, IA and have two children.

iv. Alan Dreckman, born November 7, 1958, married Donna Rolfes.  They have three children and are divorced.  Alan lives in LeMars, IA.

v. Keith Dreckman, born May 3, 1960 is unmarried and lives in Carroll, IA.

vi. Carla Dreckman Hentges, born April 12, 1962 and married Mark Hentges.  They live in LeMars, IA and have four children.

b.  Audrey Lauters Delperdang, born April 15, 1933.  She married Anthony Delperdang January 22, 1957.  Anthony was born December 15, 1934.  They have eight children and live in Remsen, IA.

i. Paul Delperdang, born November 26, 1957, married Kathleen Campbell on October 24, 1986.  They have three children and live in Blaine, MN.

ii. Gary Delperdang, born February 26, 1960, married Sue Roach on August 1, 1981.  They live in Centerton, Arkansas and have two children.

iii. Ann Delperdang, born January 29, 1962, married Jeff Schill on June 13, 1987.  They have two children.

iv. Janice Delperdang, born March 31, 1963 and lives in Solana Beach, CA.

v. Kent Delperdang, born September 7, 1964, married Tracy Anderson on April 25, 1987.  They have twin daughters.

vi. Carol Delperdang, born November 29, 1967, married Dave Morphy on August 31, 1996.  They live in San Diego, CA.

vii. Karen Delperdang, born June 11, 1971, married Brad Wille on April 25, 1995.  They live in Liberty, Missouri and have one child.

viii. Patrick Delperdang, born July 19, 1974 and lives in Lenexa Kansas.

c. Peter Lauters, born December 3, 1934, married Rose Marie Feese, born August 2, 1936 on October 26, 1957.  They live in Marcus, IA and have five children.

i.  Debbie Lauters Paul, born October 19, 1958, married Alex Paul on June 4, 1977.  They live in Sweet Home, Oregon and have three children.

ii. Ronald Lauters, born December 12 1959, married Kollete Medders on November 7, 1987.  They have three children.

iii. Richard Lauters, born November 17, 1960, married Tina Blasisus on July 29, 1989.  They live in Lennox, SD and have one child.

iv. David Lauters, born June 16, 1962, married Michele Smith on September 1, 1984.  They had two children.  David is deceased.

v. Diane Lauters Wernimont, born August 26, 1963, married Norman Wernimont on September 3, 1988.  They live in Auburn, IA and have three children.

d. Robert Lauters, born September 29, 1937, on February 7, 1959 he married Barbara Kass, born May 27, 1939.  They live in Dodge City, Kansas and have six children.

i. Pam Lauters, born September 6, 1959, married Earl Miller on August 9, 1980.  they live in Homer, Nebraska and have two children.

ii. Jim Lauters, born October 6, 1960, married, divorced and remarried.  He has one child.

iii. Michael Lauters, born August 7, 1962, married Lori Ryan on December 26, 1982.  They have two children.

iv. Scott Lauters, born July 31, 1965, married and divorced.  He has one child.

v. Amy Lauaters, born December 26, 1968, married Nick Hofer on June 5, 1993.  They have three children.

vi. Jeff Lauters, born March 9, 1972.

e.  Marlene Lauters Boyle, born April 30, 1939, married James Boyle, born November 3, 1938 on November 12, 1960.  They live in Danbury, IA and have eight children.

i. Patsy Boyle Budd, born August 25, 1961, married Mark Budd on September 12, 1981.  They live in Onawa, IA and have four children

ii. Kathy Boyle Mosier, born October 28, 1962, married Brad Mosier.  They had one child.  Kathy lives in Whiting, IA and Brad is deceased.

iii. Daniel Boyle, born September 23, 1963, married and divorced.  He has one child and lives in Danbury, IA.

iv. Paul Boyle, born September 21, 1964, married Ann on March 14, 1986.  They live in Danbury, IA and have two children.

v. Theresa Boyle Menke, born January 14, 1967, married Jerry Menke.  They live in Whiting, IA and have two children.

vi. Jason Boyle, born January 27, 1973, married Lana.  They live in Moorhead, IA and have one child.  Jason is a twin to Janelle.

vii. Janelle Boyle, born January 27, 1973, is a twin to Jason.

viii. Andy Boyle, born February 1, 1984.

f. Douglas Lauters, born September 3, 1942, on February 8, 1964, he married Heide Ulrich, born November 11, 1942.  They live in Marcus IA and have four children.

i. Dean Lauters, born May 3, 1965, married Lisa.  They live in Cedar Rapids, IA and have two children.

ii. Tony Lauters, born August 7, 1967, married Teri.  They live in Hawarden, IA and have two children.

iii. Lynn Lauters, born December 28, 1970, married Mark Glockin.  They live in Iowa and have two children.

iv. Dennis Lauters, born October 1, 1973 and died in 1990.

g. Daniel Lauters, born June 19, 1947, on November 26, 1971 he married Candise Rollins, born October 13, 1949.  They had one child.  Candise died in 1990.  Dan remarried LuAnn Reinig-Burk on July 3, 1993.  They live in Garner, IA.  Dan has two step-children.

i. Nick Lauters, born October 22, 1982.

ii. Sarah Burk, born September 20, 1977.

iii. Richard Burk, born October 14, 1980.

h. Larry Lauters, born March 21, 1950, on July 24, 1971 he married Sue Cook, born September 21, 1950.  They have six children and live in Runnels, IA.

i. Sherry Lauters, born January 20, 1972, married Jeff Christensen on July 31, 1993.  They live in Michellville, IA and have two children.

ii. Kelly Lauters, born July 7, 1974.

iii. Katie Lauters, born November 18, 1978.

iv. Joseph Lauters, born January 14, 1981.

v. Beth Lauters, born August 9, 1984.

vi. Mike Lauters, born February 21, 1987.

C. Virginia Ann Balster was born July 19, 1917.  She marreid Thomas Edward O’Brien August 3, 1936.  Thomas was born November 9, 1916.  Virginia died December 8, 1981 and Thomas died August 12, 1986.

a. James Edward O’Brien was born June 10, 1937.  He married Patricia JoAnn Cole March 1, 1958.  Patricia was born July 8, 1937.

i. Daniel James O’Brien was born October 12, 1962.

ii. Martin James O’Brien was born February 18, 1967.

b. Joyce Marie O’Brien was born October 1, 1938.  She married William Patrick Kett May 5, 1962.  William was born April 28, 1933. 

i. Laura Lee Kett was born December 29, 1965.  She married Robert Anthony Widmer June 29, 1984.  Robert was born January 1, 1962.

1. Robert William Widmer (Bobby) was born August 16, 1992.  He died July 14, 1994.

2. Joseph Robert Widmer was born July 24, 1995.

3. James Thomas Widmer was born January 12, 1998.

ii. Jeffrey Shawn Kett was born November 27, 1966.

c. Judith Ann O’Brien was born January 19, 1943.  She married John Werner Deutsch March 31, 1962.  John was born September 20, 1939.  They were divorced in February 1996.

i. John Werner Deutsch Jr was born May 18, 1963.  He married Dorothy Kruse August 3, 1983.  Dorothy was born May 13, 1963.  They were divorced on March 30, 1993.

1. Jennifer Linn Deutsch was born August 30, 1984.

2. John Joseph Deutsch was born March 1, 1987.

3. Andrew Jeffrey Deutsch was born November 3, 1989.

ii. Thomas Patrick Deutsch was born May 29, 1964.

iii. Maureen Ann Deutsch was born August 16, 1965.  She married Jeffrey C. Smith May 7, 1987.  Jeffrey was born June 21, 1964.  They were divorced in May 1997.

1. Savannah Marie Smith was born March 3, 1990.

2. Shawn Jeffrey Smith was born February 22, 1993.

iv. Eileen Marie Deutsch was born August 15, 1967.  She married Thomas Zolen August 22, 1987.  Thomas was born January 2, 1961.

d. John Henry O’Brien was born January 19, 1943.  He married Beverly Anne Carr October 14, 1967.  Beverly was born October 26, 1947.

i. Anna Marie O’Brien was born July 31, 1968.

e. Jane Kay O’Brien was born May 24, 1949.  She married Kenneth William Krumpos August 12, 1988.  Kenneth was born July 2, 1937.

f. Jean Fay O’Brien was born November 5, 1952.  She married Richard Rudolph Johnson Jr August 17, 1974.  Richard was born February 2, 1952.

i. Randall Richard Johnson was born May 12, 1977.

ii. Lisa Marie Johnson was born December 18, 1979.

g. JoAnn Mary O’Brien was born March 29, 1954.  She married Robert James Opsal April 14, 1973.  Robert was born on June 4, 1953.

i. Brian Keith Opsal was born May 6, 1975.

ii. Tina Marie Opsal was born July 30, 1977.

iii. James Robert Opsal was born February 8, 1984.

h. Janice Eileen O’Brien was born December 26, 1958.  She married Richard John Opsal October 16, 1976.  Richard was born February 25, 1958.

i. Sean Michael Opsal was born April 1, 1977.

ii. Kristin Virginia Opsal was born August 8, 1982.

iii. Adam Richard Opsal was born July 21, 1986.

D. Regina (Jeanne) Ella Mae Balster was born December 29, 1918.  She married Norvin Leonard Solie October 10, 1942.  Norvin was born October 24, 1918.

a. Roberta Jean Solie was born October 29, 1943.

b. Elizabeth Ann Solie was born December 24, 1950.  She married Carlos (Charlie) Ernesto Lopez November 22, 1975.  Carlos was born November 7, 1939.

i. Jason Carlos Lopez was born May 4, 1977.

ii. Michael Andrew Lopez was born January 31, 1985.

c. Diane Lynn Solie was born April 24, 1954.  She married James Chalres Raymond August 12, 1972.  James was born November 21, 1950.  They divorced in 1977.  Diane married Larry Poe December 31, 1989.  Larry was born August 17, 1945.

E. Geraldine Agnes Balster was born October 2, 1921.  She married James Thomas Butler November 20, 1948.  James was born January 10, 1924.  Geraldine and her sister Regina have lived next door to each other their entire married lives.

a. Patricia Marie Butler was born August 23, 1949.

b. James Francis Butler was born December 8, 1950.  He married Sue Elaine Dargas November 6, 1976.  Sue was born November 27, 1952.

i. Edward James Butler was born December 11, 1980.

ii. Jennifer Lynn Butler was born December 22, 1982.

c. Mary Jean Butler was born December 26, 1952.  She married Jeffrey Louis Gilbert August 13, 1977.  Jeffrey was born January 14, 1953.

d. Thomas John Butler was born December 4, 1954.  He married Darlene Coleman September 29, 1996.  Darlene was born January 23, 1950.

e. John Patrick Butler was born May 8, 1956.  He married Ann Brogan August 18, 1984.  Ann was born October 10, 1959.

f. Karen Sue Butler was born October 13, 1957.  She married Glen Richard Luensman October 20, 1984.  Glen was born March 10, 1958.

i. Janie Elise Luensman was born April 22, 1988.

ii. Kacey Anne Luensman was born August 7, 1990.

iii. Cody James Luensman was born June 20, 1992.

g. Kathleen Ann Butler was born October 13, 1957.

h. Theresa Doroth (Terry) Butler was born August 11, 1959.

i. Susan Jane Butler was born June 12, 1962.

i. Erik Amber Butler was born January 22, 1985.
ii. Alysa Storm Butler was born March 13, 1987.
V.  Maria Anna Balster was born July 1, 1875.  See the John & Mary Balster Krell Family Tree for information on Maria.

VI.  Henry Balster was born July 8, 1880 in Oldenbury, Germany.  He married Otilia Schmit.  She was born December 16, 1881.  They farmed south east of Wilmont.  Henry died October 10, 1972 at Wilmont, Minnesota.  He was buried October 12, 1972 at Wilmont, Minnesota.  Otelia died February 25, 1918 and is buried in the Wilmont, Minnesota Cemetery.

A. Pauline Balster was born July 25, 1908.  She married Jake Broich.  Pauline died March 23, 2005 at South Care Center in Worthington, Minnesota.  She was buried in Wilmont Catholic Cemetery.  Jake is deceased.

B. Michael Balster was born May 18,1910.  He was a farmer.  Mike died April 20, 1994 at Wilmont, Minnesota.  He was buried April 22, 1994 in the Wilmont Cemetery

C. Helen Balster was born January 14, 1913 at Wilmont, Minnesota.  She lives on the family farm.

D. Alex Balster was born September 2, 1914 at Wilmont, Minnesota.  Alex was a farmer.  He died June 7, 1996 at Wilmont, Minnesota.  He was buried June 9, 1996 in the Wilmont, Minnesota Cemetery.

Appendix A:  How this information was gathered by Martin Balster 

Martin Balster only had birth records from the years 1824 to 1875.  All this information was taken from a list of the births, marriages and deaths sent by Martin from Steinfeld, Germany.

There are a few other names on the lists such as Bahlmann, Barhorst, etc.  The church burned in the early 1800’s and so the records were destroyed.  We know that Johannn Heinrich Balster was born October 17, 1793 because he died on December 18, 1864 at 71 years, 2 months and one day of age.  We also know he was married twice because his death record lists Maria Krusmann as “viduus” or first wife, and Maria Catharina Themann as “uxor” or the wife husband.  It can be safely assumed Maria Krusmann died in childbirth because Franz Heinrich’s birth name is lasted as Balster, but his name on the death record is “Balzer”.  Maria Krusmann’s name is also listed as Krushmann on the birth record of Franz Heinrich Balster.  The name “Themann” for Maria Catharina, second wife of Johann, means the family must have been in the tea business (it is pronounced Tay-man).  The town of Lohne is listed beside her name in the registration of marriage.  We assume she was from this town.  Family names could many times tell what the class of the family was or what the occupation was.  

We do not know when Maria Krusmann and Maria Elisabeth VonderEmbse died because the deaths of women are listed by their maiden names.

All of the Balster Names are listed as the class “HM” on the death record.  HM. Heurmann means “somebody who has to work for a farmer to pay for his piece of land.”

Martin Balster told Jim Balster that his ancestors moved to Steinfeld, Germany in the 1820’s.  There were approximately 2,000 people who moved from Steinfeld to the United States and Hungary from 1820 to 1880 because of the famine.

Appendix B:  Frank Anthony Balster SR (a note from Frank transcribed here)

Time of immigration:  Year of 1884.

Country of Origin:  Steinfeld Oldenbury, Germany

Port of Embarkation:  Bremen Hofan, Germany

Port of Arrivial:  Baltimore 

Reason for leaving the old country:  Hed to be a soldier for 3 years, or on the ocean for lifetime and wouldn’t do either.

Reason for coming to America:  Couldn’t make a living in Germany so came to America.

Any interesting things that occurred during the immigration:  Was a sailor for five years.  Landed at Mexico, on the west coast, at Malsetland [possibly Mazatlan?], went around Cape Horn 6 months coming.  3 months at Mexico.  And 6 months back on water.  Also sailed on German steamers which held 2,500 passengers.  When I came to America couldn’t find no work for 8 days.  Then found work in the same farm around Baltimore, and picked strawberries peas and cherries for $1 a day.  Also worked in a fertilizer factories for $1 a day.  Came to Iowa in the same year 1884 in December by my cousin.  Worked 9 years on the farm.  Then come to Wilmont and bought a farm in the year of 1901.  Married Marie Elizabeth Hellmann the year of 1893. [February 7 at Alton, Iowa.]

Appendix C:  Transcribed obituary of Vivian LaVonne Balster 
Vivian L. Balster, 54, of Wilmont, died Sunday, Dec. 28, 2003, at her home.

Born Jan. 19, 1949, in Worthington, whe was the daughter of Leo and Inez Bruns Balster.

She graduated in 1967 from Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic School, Wilmont.  She attended Worthington Junior College for two years.  She moved to Minneapolis and worked at various jobs.  She later moved to Arizona and worked as a hairdresser.  She moved to Sioux Falls, SD, in 1981, to Tulsa, Okla., in 1985 and to Scottsdale, Ariz., in 1999.  She returned to Wilmont in 2003.

Surviving are two daughters, Rachel Balster, Wilmont, and Sarah Balster, Wilmont; her partents; two brothers, Jim (Marcia) Balster; Wilmont, and Dale Balster; Reading; and three sisters, Marian (Joe) Hibma, Harris, Iowa, Jane (Marc) Eldal, Arnolds Park, Iowa, and Carol (Vernon)Bell, Pine Island.

Visitation will be from 4 to 8 pm today with a 7 pm prayer service, and from 9 to 10 am Wednesday at Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church, Wilmont.

The service will be at 10 am Wedensday at Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church, Wilmont, with the Rev. Steve Hickey officiating.  Burial will be in Calvary Catholic Cemetery, Wilmont.

Dingmann Funeral Home, Wilmont, is in charge of the arrangements.

Appendix D:  March Theresa Staab history

Carl Staab (1856-1948) had eight children.  They all lived in Iowa, primary in the Remsen area.

1. Mary Thereasa Staab was born June 21, 1882.

2. Carl Staab

3. Peter Staab married Mae Growth of LeMars, IA. (no children)

4. Josephine Staab married Carl Frisch.

5. Joe Staab

6. Rose Staab married Ben Hansen.

7. Lucy Staab maried Mike Hansen.

Appendix E:  Margaret Didier Gotmer history

Elizabeth Didier had 2 daughters.  After her husband died, she bought a farm north of Wilmont, MN.

1. Margaret Elizabeth Didier (1876-1959) went to school in Evanston, IL until her family moved to Wilmont, MN.  She married Bernard (Ben) H. Gotmer (1865-1907) in 1900 in St. Kilian, MN.  They farmed near Wilmont, MN.  Later, they moved to Colorado, near Brighton.  They had four children, the first three were born in Minnesota and the last was born in Colorado.  Ben did some ranching, broke and trained wild horses and was a deputy sheriff.  After Ben died, Margaret and the children stayed in Colorado until the youngest, Walter, was 5 or 6 years old.  Elizabeth and Regine stayed with them a while in Colorado.  Then, they moved to Adrian, Minnesota.  Marie and Gertrude finished school at Adrian.  Henry went to Evanston with Elizabeth and Regine to finish high school.  Walt stayed with his mother.  Margaret worked as a switchboard operator.  She also worked part-time at Scholtes General Store.  It was there that she met August Clement Balster.

a. Marie Elizabeth Gotmer (Weber)

b. Gertrude Gotmer (Galupi)

c. Henry Joseph Gotmer

d. Walter B. Gotmer

2. Regine Didier
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