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Hundreds of Top webmaster apps 
arranged in 12 major categories. New 
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A comprehensive directory of the 
Web's top webmaster resource sites. 
10 major categories. 
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Get Top Website Tools. Over 25 FR-
E-E Services to choose from. 

Visit Bravenet.com
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Seeking a Search Engine Optimization
Company? You Better Shop Around

By Michael Pedone (c) 2003
www.eTrafficJams.com 

Most online businesses arrive at this point sooner or 
later - the point where they decide it's time to bring 
in a search engine optimization company. 

Maybe you've tried the "do-it-yourself" approach and 
found it just too time consuming and/or ineffective. 
Or, worse still, you paid a search engine 
optimization service and they let you down. Many of eTrafficJams.com's clients 
come to us only AFTER shelling out big bucks to an SEO pretender who has 
no business being in the business. 

Want more Traffic? Want more Customers?
Want to make more Sales? 

Go to AddMe.com and promote your site and business using their 
powerful promotion tools. AddMe.com's free Site Submission service 
is ranked by Yahoo as "the most popular" on the Internet.

Visit AddMe.com Today!

So here are the questions you should ask to save you from hiring the wrong 
search engine optimization firm. 

QUESTION 1: How Do You Propose To Optimize My Site? 

This is a crucial starting point for any screening process. It will help you weed 
out the "wannabes". Your prospective search engine optimization company 
needs to do the following and do it right: 
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If you would like to spice up your 
web site, you can add a nice 
mouseover navigational menu to the 
top of each page. When you place 
your mouse over the main menu, a 
drop down menu will appear. As you 
move your mouse over the drop down 
menu, each selection is highlighted. 
Nice effect. You can find it at 
BrainJar.com. 

Today's tip by Shelley Lowery, taken 
from her acclaimed Web Design 
Mastery series. 

 SPN Site of the Day

AffiliatesDirectory.com is, as the 
name suggests, an affiliate programs 
directory with more than 5,400 listed 
affiliate programs with ratings and 
reviews. The site also offers a useful 
info for both affiliates and merchants, 
including an affiliates academy, 
forums and more. 

Does your web site qualify as a SPN 
Site of the Day? Webmaster resource 
sites can apply via email: 
sotd@sitepronews.com
  

 SPN App of the Day

WinMorph 3.01 (4.3 MB) is a 
morphing app that enables the smooth 
transition from one image to another; 
e.g. a young woman into an old 
woman, or a man into a lion. 
Downloaded by more than 400,000 
users. The program can work as a 
stand alone or as a plug-in for Adobe 
Premiere, Vegas Video and Wax. 
Wax is included in the download. 
Freeware. For Windows 98/ Me/ XP. 

If you have a Webmaster App that 
you would like listed on the SPN site, 
send us an email with details to: 
wapps@sitepronews.com
  

 Fr-e-e Newsletters

●     Keyword marketing research: Finding the optimum keyword phrases for 
your product/services and target market. 

●     Web design consultation: Making sure your site has no spider booby 
traps. 

●     SEO copywriting: Using your keywords in well-written, persuasive copy. 
●     Web page optimization: Making the visible content and HTML code 

spider friendly. 
●     Search engine submission and registration. 
●     Link building: Finding and negotiating with appropriate link partners. 
●     Monthly maintenance to ensure continued high rankings. 
●     Guaranteed search engine optimization results. 

 

QUESTION 2: What Search Engine Optimization Techniques Won't You 
Use? 

Almost as important as Question 1, this inquiry can expose the search engine 
spammers and rookies. You should politely hang up the phone if they say they 
use any of these tactics: 

●     Hidden text or links. 
●     Misleading or repeated words (known as keyword stuffing). 
●     Cloaked pages. 
●     Deceptive redirects (keyword-stuffed landing pages that quickly redirect 

to the real page). 
●     Doorway pages. 
●     Duplicate sites or pages. 
●     Monthly submissions to search engines (a waste of time and money). 
●     Mainly Optimizing Meta keyword tags (ditto). 

QUESTION 3: Tell Me About Your Guaranteed Search Engine 
Optimization. 

Guarantees in the SEO field can be deceiving. Many search engine 
optimization firms appear to offer an air tight guarantee that's actually full of 
holes. Here's a typical example: 

"If your web site is not ranked in a top 10 listing within 90 days of submission of 
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Subscribe to SiteProNews, the Net's 
foremost Webmaster ezine, or 
AllBusinessNews, the weekly 
newsletter for online businesses. 
Just enter your email address in the 
form below and click the Subscribe 
button. 

HTML Newsletter

SiteProNews

AllBusinessNews

 MyZips.com Downloads

Software Title Downloads

Tetris 4000 17076

MailWasher 4355

HTML Encrypt 3822

Fr-e-eCell Wizard 949

ABI- CODER 774

Add This To Your Site

 Must Read Ebooks

SPN offers one of the best eBook 
libraries on the Web. Check out our 
current selection of Commercial and 
156 plus Fr-e-e eBooks. 

Authors of EBooks may submit their 
publications to SPN via email: 
ebooks@sitepronews.com 
  

 Top 5 ScreenSavers

Screensavers Downloads

Wid Wolves 43928

Unicorns2 33994

SharkVisions 14773

Island Fantasy 41282

I Love You 18174

Powered by AAAScreensavers 

 Link to SiteProNews

 

your optimized site, you will receive a full refund." 

Sounds good, right? But let's take a closer look. "If your web site is not ranked 
in a top 10 listing..." means the search engine optimization service only has to 
get ONE keyword phrase in ONE search engine's top 10 to fulfill their promise 
and avoid refunding your money! 

 

Let's examine the rest of our sample guarantee. 

"Our Top 10 program guarantees placement of your web site in the top search 
engines: Alta Vista, HotBot, Iwon, AOL Search, Ask Jeeves, Teoma, Fast/All 
The Web, Google, LookSmart, Lycos, MSN, Netscape, Open Directory, 
Overture and Yahoo!" 

Notice how HotBot, Iwon and Lycos are included? It's not hard to get top 
rankings in these engines since very little traffic comes from them. 

A more effective guarantee, like the one eTrafficJams.com offers its clients, 
would say something like this: 

"We guarantee your rankings will improve in Google, Yahoo!, MSN, AOL 
Search, and Alta Vista. These are the five most important search engines and 
directories. As well, your rankings will go up in the other engines and 
directories." 

"Although we cannot guarantee a specific ranking in any particular search 
engine or directory, we will always strive to get and keep your site ranked in the 
highest possible position. Our clients have obtained top 10 rankings in Google, 
Yahoo!, AOL, MSN, Alta Vista and more. For proof, please see our testimonial 
page." 

Now THAT guarantee is effective, realistic, and honest. 

A Google-Type Ad Box - Your Keywords - 12 Hour Inclusion
A New Kind of Paid Inclusion - Click Here! 
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Link your site to SiteProNews, the fr-
e-e, newsletter and resource site for 
Webmasters. 

Or, Add SPN to your site with just 2 
lines of JavaScript code. Top content 
for your site without any of the work. 

Check out the SPN Promotion 
Partners page. Some great sites have 
opted to support the SPN newsletter 

 Custom I.E. ToolBar

Put one-click search power and more 
at your fingertips. We've partnered 
with PBar.net to bring you the best I.
E. toolbar currently available. Tons of 
great features, including a Pop-Up 
Stopper, Spyware Slayer and Privacy 
Protector. Download the fr-e-e 
version or order a customized version 
for your own website. 

 SiteProNews Partners

SubmitPlus - Promote your site to 
110 search engines... FR-E-E! 

Template Monster - World #1 
website templates are available for 
immediate download. 

PreWired.com - Providing ISPs & 
Publishers an Instant Web based 
revenue stream! 

$9.50 Domain Names... Register, 
transfer or renew your domain names 
and get a FR-E-E Service Suite. 

FindMyHost.com... Review detailed 
Report Cards of web hosts who made 
the grade. 

Web-Source.net... Your Guide to 
Professional Web Site Design & 
Development. 

QUESTION 4: Can I Speak To Your Clients? 

Don't be shy about asking for references. Speaking to someone who has 
actually paid out their hard-earned money to the search engine optimization 
company you are considering is just being a good consumer. 

However, before you do so, make sure you know the cost of the SEO services 
in question and be ready to sign up if their references check out. There is no 
sense wasting your time, the SEO's time, or their reference's time unless you 
are ready and can afford to take the plunge. 

QUESTION 5: Check The Rankings. (This isn't really a question, it's 
homework for you.) 

Check out the Google rankings of references provided by the search engine 
optimization firm. Just type in their main keyword phrase and check the top 
right header area of the Google search results page to find out what their 
competition is like. You'll see something like this: 

"Results 1 - 10 of about 345,678" 

If the number is less than 100,000 web pages, ask the SEO company to give 
you another reference or show you more results. It's just too easy to get 
rankings when there's so little competition. (Yes, it's really not that hard for 
respectable SEO companies to get good results when up against 100,000 web 
pages or less.) 

Besides, you want an SEO that can help you get ranked with your more 
competitive keyword phrases, not just the unpopular ones! 

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 

Now that you've asked the questions and done your homework, it's time to 
assess the results. This will take a bit of time on your part because prices and 
packages do vary from SEO to SEO. 

If you need a tie-breaker, listen to your gut feeling. Often just speaking with the 
SEO representatives will help you determine if they know what they're talking 
about and if you'll work well together. 

About The Author
Michael Pedone is founder of eTrafficJams.com, a professional search engine 
optimization company that specializes in getting targeted, eager-to-buy traffic to 
your site! Want some tips on how to improve your web site's optimization? Call 
877-785-9977 or click to request a free search engine optimization analysis. 
You can also email us at: sales@etrafficjams.com. 
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Printer Friendly Version of this Article 

Webmaster Resource Sites & 
Services 

Metamend.com - Optimize your website with 
a recognized world leader in search engine 
optimization. Prices start from $16.99/month. 

DesignGalaxy.net - Professional graphics, 
including logos, flash and website templates. 

TheCgiSite.com - A directory of 
programming resources. 

Add Me!... A leading resource for website and 
e-business promotion. 

FreeWebSubmission - Submit your website 
to the Top 50 search engines as ranked by 
Alexa. OR, auto-submit to 16 major engines 
with one mouse click. 

Submitsolution.com - Top 10 listings 
Guaranteed in Yahoo, Altavista, MSN, and 
more. 

FreeTechMail.org - A search engine where 
you can preview and subscribe to thousands of 
IT newsletters. 

BraveNet... Top Rated Web Tools for 
Webmasters. 

Recommended Webmaster EBooks & 
Tools 

PBar - The Swiss Army Knife Of Toolbars
A feature-packed toolbar for Internet Explorer that includes a Pop-Up Stopper, Spyware Slayer 
and Privacy Protector. Download the fr-e-e version or order a branded, customized version for 
your own website. 

The Insider's Guide To Dominating the Search Engines
Introduces you to revolutionary, "tried-and-tested" optimization strategies which will increase 
your website traffic by 10, 100, or even 1000 times ... GUARANTEED. See results start to 
materialize in as little as 2 days....and see significant results appear in just 1 month. 

Want a Simple Explanation of How to Make Money Online?
Our friend Jim Daniels, who makes $200k a year from his basement, will show you how. His 
simple, five page website explains the Actual Steps to Making YOUR Living Online. If you're 
tired of hype, see this free guide. 

  
 SiteProNews - The Net's most widely read Webmaster newsletter

 
Best-SearchEngine.com       Previous SPN Tips of the Day       AllBusinessNews.com       

GoArticles - Search 11,300+ Articles       FreewareFind - For Freeware Addicts Only       EzineHub - Search 4,900+ Newsletters       
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(c) Copyright 2003 Jayde Online, Inc. All rights reserved. Web design by ControlV. 
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