Ryan N. Ortega 
October 24, 2002

Bonita Vista High School

Ms. Howarth

Period Three

College Essay Draft

I have always been competitive in my life. I would always remember in my PE class I would always have to be first place in running. That’s just the way I have been. In my junior year, on Pi Day (March 14), the record for who can say the most number of digits of pi in math class was 300. Everyone thought that was a crazy record but I was determined to break it. So I studied hard and in about four days I memorized 339. There have been times in my life where people have told me I couldn’t do something because I wasn’t good enough or fast enough or tough enough. But I always think to what my cross country coach has told me, “You can’t let anyone dictate your future or what you will become.” 

I come from a family of five being the second youngest. I am close with all of my family members. I try to keep my little sister on her toes in school so she can get a good education.  My parents want me to get a good education as well, but I want a good education so I can take care of my mom. She is sick all the time. Her stomach hurts her a lot and it hurts me to see her always in pain. I am going to take care of her always.
Electronics has always fascinated me. I always did like taking things apart and putting them back together. Just like my computer. I bought new parts to make it faster. At first it looked like everything was all over the place. My dad told me that maybe I should call someone who “knows what they are doing” to come and help me. I told him I could figure it out myself. He murmured, “We’ll see.” Not only did I build my own computer but I also made two partitions on my hard drive by myself. I told my dad and he had a smile.
I joined cross country when I was a junior at Eastlake High School. I thought it would be fun since I never did join any sport since high school. When I joined it seemed so hard. At times I wanted to quit. But Ryan Ortega isn’t a quitter. I was determined to become a better runner. In my senior year, I left Eastlake to go to Bonita Vista High School. The teams cross country is much more difficult and harder but I was still determined to become a better runner. Cross country has taught me the importance of team work. Everyone on the team counts. Everyone needs encouragement. It isn’t easy. The team works together. 
My life’s journey isn’t over yet. I know I will go places by my determination and willingness to succeed. 
