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CITIZEN

“All forward for Baracao and Babkha!
Down with the Politikan enemy!”

- Baracãoan Foreign Minister
On the 24th, peace talks at the Delvenus convention Centre between Baracãoan and Politikan delegates collapsed. Citizen asks why.

Anyone who thought Delvenus’ mediation would usher in a new age of peace and pleasantry between historical rivals Baracão and Politika was entirely disappointed on May 24th as Baracão’s Chairman Antonio Vitores Ramon made his nation’s withdrawal official. Cries of “all forward for Baracão and Babkha; Down with the Politikan enemy” where heard in the streets of Bandera from the lips of none other than controversial Baracãoan and former Politikan Thomas Hubert, a.k.a. El Dorni.

The talks, which spanned eight days, are widely acknowledged to have achieved nothing, if anything once again sparking up violent opposition between the two proclaimed socialist micronations. Begun on the initiative of Mari Greenwood, Delvenusian leader, the talks were held in the neutral micronation, both participants beginning on an equal footing. Unfortunately for peace-lovers, representatives from both nations refused to back down and offer an apology for past words and actions. 

Continued pg 2

Attera has for a long time operated an impenetrable economic system based on the naively unrealistic Micronational Cartography Society resource map, and their economy has consequently never developed past the laboured initial development stage. On May 29th Prime Minister and Regent Scott Noseworthy changed all that by introducing plans for a real-goods economy to be launched June 1st, bringing Attera into the next generation of micronations alongside Babkha and Hanover.

Real-goods economy has been a controversial topic in micronations that exist on the cusp of reality and simulation. On one side of the argument real-goods economy is touted as a whole new dimension for interaction between micronationalists on a real and useful level, on the other it is criticised as turning micronationalism into a chore rather than a hobby, where businessmen are obliged to do work they’d rather not do because someone is paying the asking price.

In Hanover, King James has firmly committed his nation, to a level not seen elsewhere in the ezboard sector, to being just what “micronation” is supposed to mean, a real, small nation. This attitude has probably had some part in the success of the Hanoverian economy as it begins to become an integral part of the kingdom, along with the state-of-the-art automated banking system. 


Continued pg 2


What activity there has been in Baracão over recent weeks has been focussed on the “Rectification Campaign”, the design process of a fourth Baracãoan Constitution. On the 24th May the final draft was put before the Assembly of Popular Power and on the 31st it was voted in unanimously by seven citizens. Citizen recounts the design process and assesses the new document.

The Baracãoan Chairman, Antonio Vitores Ramon, opened the Rectification Campaign early in April this year. Under the slogan, “We have the Marxist-Leninist weapons of criticism and self-criticism”, two things Baracão certainly does well, the campaign has worked on the new Constitution for nearly two months. April saw a slow start, but the campaign’s activity has steadily increased to a crescendo at the unveiling of the Constitution on the 24th.

Those who remembered Baracão’s several political schisms were also disturbed by the Chairman’s proud references to “national unity” and claims that “we have never needed… differences is government.”

Continued pg 3

Baracão-Politika Peace Talks Collapse

Politikan representatives were the first to arrive at the talks, and appeared to make a determined effort to make the discussions worthwhile. Politikan Foreign Minister Tom Blake proposed a series of steps aimed at cooling hostility on both sides: from “drawing a line in the sand and admitting that what is in the past is in the past” to “ending threats from both sides” and a “taming of allegations, slander and propaganda.” 

Chairman Ramon, however, demanded an official apology from Politika, in exchange for his lifting the ban on Politikan citizens entering Baracão that had been in place since the 25th April before he would consider beginning negotiations. The Politikan President Bobby Silby said he was willing to make an apology, but only as part of a final package of resolutions that would end the conflict once and for all: this was unacceptable to the Baracãoans.

That’s as far as Greenwood’s ambitious peace plans got, before Chairman Ramon withdrew Baracão from the talks on the 24th May, calling the talks “a farce” and saying that Baracão would “reconsider its policy towards Politika within the next few days or weeks and will take action on its own terms.” The Chairman later said he planned to propose a “peace plan” in Baracão after “the transition to a new political system” with the ratification of Baracão’s fourth constitution.

Aside from asking questions about Ms Greenwood’s motives for initiating the talks in the first place – looking for something to make Delvenus worthwhile? – we can only speculate on the reasons behind this failure. One obvious place to look is long-time micronationalist, sometime Politikan and Baracãoan Thomas Hubert, infamous among the Old Apollonians as instigator of a series of “socialist revolutions”.

Hubert, who returned to Baracão as recently as the 30th of March, was once a hard line anti-Baracãoan, as none other than Politikan Foreign Minister, when he was given sanctuary in Silby’s republic after leaving Baracão on January 10th, having been accused of treason when he tried to bring in new citizens who would vote for him in a Chairmanship election.

Having returned to the Baracãoan Foreign Ministry on April 4th, he released a statement  a month later on May 12th which called the Politikan regime, among other things, “fascist” and “imperialist”, and claimed the nation was “an omnipresent menace to the People, the Party and the State of socialist Baracão and the sovereignty.” Hubert continues to be one of the central figures in the Baracão-Politika conflict, alongside fellow uncompromising anti-Politikan Kuralyov. The two have had their differences in terms of communist theory, but both are staunch supporters of a hostile policy towards Politika in Baracão.

With these kinds of attitudes continuing in both nations – Politika has its very own xenophobe in the form of “Kathyrn66”, aptly the Interior Minister – no end is in sight to one of micronationalism’s most infamous rivalries.

Micronational Economy on the Rise

Businesses have not strayed far from the traditional online mediums of graphic design and news, except Hanover most active, but probably not its most successful business, Casino Bergen. 

The Casino has struggled to get enough customers to fund its prizes, but nonetheless it has managed to pay out at least 200 Talen so far. The Casino, fortunately for the Hanoverian economy, doesn’t seem to be suffering any adverse effects from the “boycott” perpetrated by notorious misanthrope Robert Gresham and ally Michael Phyle. A privately operated stock exchange is also on the drawing board in Hanover. 

In Babkha, the economic system has not seen quite so much use, but it continues to operate steadily, with transactions this month including payment for web and graphic design, and the salaries of government employees. With Babkhan Qermez hoping for success at the next election the kingdom could soon see economic upheaval if the new socialist party manages to bring in anti-laissez faire policies.

What is needed now in micronational real-goods economy, some might say, is a greater degree of cross-fertilisation between these different national economies. Widening the pool of users will certainly help Casino Bergen stay afloat, and its owner Kieran Bennett was a driving force behind the campaign for the Royal Bank of Hanover to open its doors to foreign accounts. Despite some minor hiccups, this policy is now in place, and international trade is very much a possibility for the future. Where the Apollo nations brought imagination and fascinating culture to the ezboard sector, the contribution of the next generation nations looks likely to be the sector’s first working international economic system.
Baracão’s New Constitution

One reference nobody could have failed to predict was to the “terrorist groups” and “enemies of socialism”, “harboured by an aggressive imperialist power who would destroy our Revolution in the blink of an eye” who have featured strongly in Baracãoan political speeches since the fall of Varja.

The new proposal does not actually expand the power of the Baracãoan military, but in the words of the Chairman, it keeps it “flexible”. Constitutional restrictions on the military are certainly nowhere to be found.

One other noticeable feature of the campaign was what might be described by some as a lack of debate throughout the drafting process. The Chairman commented, during the drafting of the Constitution’s Preamble, that “the success of this convention rests on healthy debate rather than the contribution of one person being accepted without changes.” The final draft of the Preamble consisted of the Chairman’s proposal and three additional words.

Other sections, however, were more fiercely debated. Most controversial was the section defining the role and personality of the Baracãoan state itself. Old Stalinist-Trotskyite rivalries, endemic to communist communities everywhere, emerged and the inevitable and exclusively communist insult, “revisionist”, was thrown around from some quarters. Specifically, the argument involved unrepentant Stalinist Thomas Hubert and Baracãoan Trotskyites, as Hubert argued against “modifying the theories of Marx and Lenin” by referring “Marxist-Leninist-Tiegist” ideals. 

Only when Hubert’s unyielding anti-Trotsky stance was echoed in debate by Chairman Ramon, opposing those voices that asked for the murdered soviet revolutionary’s name to be included, did the argument quieten. On the matter of Tiego, Hubert soon backed down, saying “I had never really thought about it like that, Comrade Chairman.” The Ramon amendment was accepted unanimously.

Looking at the process of drafting the Constitution, the one obvious conclusion is that Baracão is from achieving Chairman Ramon’s hope for a country where “the original revolutionary leadership can take more of a backseat”. Ramon, a.k.a. William Howard, leader of the original choreographed Minorcan “revolution”, is still firmly at the wheel of the revolution after returning to the Chairmanship in January in place of the absent Alarico Veto Cgulia, a.k.a. Dafydd Young.

But how much change has Ramon seen fit to introduce into the new Constitution? Perhaps the most significant new clause, that doesn’t actually affect the system of government itself, can be found in Article 3, The State, “The Baracãoan state, with the aim of eventually withering away, is subordinate to the people.” This appears to be the first time even a socialist or communist micronations has willingly embraced the idea of “withering away”. One can only question, however, exactly what a micronation would constitute without the state. Undoubtedly a question for off-topic forums across the micro-world.

The new, Rectification Campaign Constitution also increases the status of the Prime Minister, now renamed the “First Minister”, elevating that office to the titular “Head of Government”. The First Minister is Baracão’s only public official to be elected by universal suffrage, and his powers are strictly limited. The new Constitution vaguely makes him responsible for the “day-to-day running of the Republic” and makes him head of the Council of Ministers.

The real power in Baracão, of course, remains with the Chairman, now to be elected by the three members of the National Communist Party’s Central Committee. The degree of democracy in the Chairman’s appointment is the most startling change. Whereas the former Constitution simply said, “Elections for the position are held when a petition signed by at least 5 citizens is presented to the Council of State”, under the new Constitution the Chairman “is elected by the Central Committee of the National Communist Party after the presentation of a petition signed by 25% of party members.”

It will remain to be seen how effectively this system will work for Baracão. It has received no opposition at home, but criticism is to be expected from abroad. The new constitution comes into effect on Monday.


President Silby, Politika


“…an interest in secret police style organisations and tried to build the biggest intelligence network ever…”
Citizen: What exactly is Mobocracy? Can you tell us some of the principles involved, and why you think it is the best way to govern Politika?
President Silby: As you know Politika arose out of the POTP community and in political discussions we recognise that most political debate is just idiots shouting at each other making unintelligent points like a mob of people in the street. At first it was really just a parody of what happens when too much power is in populist hands however it went onto become a good system of governance for a micronation although if ever used in a macronation it would be down right dangerous. Everyone is equal in their say and what the majority says goes, whatever the majority is on a single issue they are 'the mob'. There are no rules, no constitutional restraints apart from the rule stating there shall  be no constitutional restraints which is irrevocable. Of course that does not mean there are no laws, quite the opposite however we can repeal them by simple majority if need be. Its kind of like how the British Parliament works which is why we called the legislature the House of Commons as an almost satirical swipe at the British establishment.

Citizen: Why do you think Politika has such a reputation for being secretive and belligerent?

President Silby: Part of that perhaps comes from my own background and a few of our early incidents when setting up the nation. As Baracãoan Foreign Minister I was responsible for numerous plots and subterfuge against other Sovereign Nations and the kind of reputation stuck despite not being part of the Baracãoan Government anymore. Also when we first setup Politika we were afraid of an attack or moves against us almost straight away so we setup the Special Operations Executive (SOE), the first director of intelligence who was also a former Baracãoan called Cetot had a bit of an interest in secret police style organisations and tried to build the biggest intelligence network ever, we have slightly scaled back from that however before we did Babkha uncovered one of his plots which was slightly embarrassing. 

In terms of belligerence we dislike being threatened and believe it is in our interests to send out a message to those who do it. The Imperium of Nova Roma and The Commonwealth of Puritania both tried to threaten us in the past and most certainly wound up regretting it.

Citizen: What precisely does your alliance with Attera entail?
President Silby: I had a good relationship with Ras Diga and we got along well, we discussed ways we could work together before Politika was even setup. The idea eventually came for a mutual assistance, we needed help in some areas because of our relative inexperience and they agreed to do so. Also we felt we would be taken more seriously if we were seen to be aligned with one of the longest standing micronations.

Citizen:   Why do you think it is that Politickan citizens rarely seem to be interested in the wider micronational world? Do you think Politika would be better off as an isolated micronation, like Talossa? Do you do anything to encourage citizens to post abroad?
President Silby: I would love to see our citizens post abroad more than they do, however when such things as all Politikans being banned from Baracão and Archetype’s Menelmacar before most even had chance to visit it makes things difficult. Many feel we have been victimised and embattled, plus the number of interesting things going on domestically means people don’t see the need to move around that much.

Also it is kind of perception we don’t go outside, some of us do, others don’t. I do a lot still, I know both of our Foreign Ministers do, our Prime Minister does occasionally as do some others who have citizenships in other nations.

Citizen: Can you give us any definite information about Politika's links with Anarchy 21? Has the Politickan government ever held secret discussions regarding micronational terrorism or Anarchy 21? Do you feel that "micronational war" is a legitimate part of micronationalism?

President Silby: The SOE have a saying, "Denego Panton" which is Latin for 'deny everything', thankfully I am not a member of the SOE so here we go.

Hoefensfill ran Anarchy 21, we go way back and s/he is quite mad. We did share some technology both prior to the establishment of Politika and later Anarchy 21 and I suppose I should admit that even after their first attack I continued to allow a sharing of technology with them and I am genuinely sorry to anyone who later fell victim to that.

We have held secret discussions, we brokered the Anarchy 21 ceasefire for one, we persuaded them to stop their attacks.

Micronational War I do feel is a legitimate part of micronationalism as this is supposed to be realistic and these things do happen in real life. Also they represent consequences and consequences do exist in nations actions. Nations who make threats or take action against us should recognise that there are consequences to that as we totally accept that anything we would do would carry consequences, it makes us more responsible I feel.

Citizen: Why is the Politikan Parliament, unlike most micronational legislatures, held behind closed doors?

President Silby: The original reason was extremely simple, we use the ezboard poll feature and its the only way to stop outside interference. Since then however as I said many Politikans who perhaps feel embattled would like to keep a private area for them to discuss matters of importance. I personally 


favour opening it however I’m bound to carry out the will of the mob.

Citizen: What is your vision for the future of Politika? Do you see the nation overcoming its bad image abroad? 

President Silby: My vision is to create a micronation which brings out the best in all of us who are members of it. To have it active and a flowing of good new ideas. Making it an interesting and fulfilling experience for everyone, the type of place you will bookmark and come to every time you come on the internet to check what has been happening.

I don’t see myself as being the President forever, I may even step down at the end of my current term if I feel I have done what I set out to do however we are not there yet and that decision has not been made. There are plenty of capable people in Politika who I’m sure would love a shot at the top job and be more than capable. I would still however definitely continue to play a big part in its success.

Citizen: What do you think of micronational "socialism"? Is it all for show or is there any real substance? Do you believe in exporting socialism to other micronations, or supporting revolutions and civil wars?
President Silby: As you may or may not know I am somewhat of an anorak when it comes to politics, I have yet to see any serious attempts at implementing any political ideology in any micronation yet so no I have not seen any real substance. I don’t think it is either our place to do that, as for supporting civil wars or revolutions those kind of decisions are taken in what is in our interest although generally speaking we have a policy of non interference. We did try to support El Dorni in becoming Baracãoan Chairman which I now believe was wrong to have done however we did have reasons at the start.

Citizen: Thank you very much, Mr President.

Chairman Ramon, Baracão

“Anarchy 21 are simply a front for the terrorist operations of the Politikan leadership.”
Citizen: What do you see as the principles of micronational commun-ism? Given that Baracao does not operate an economy, do you believe it is a community nation in any more than theme? 

Chairman Ramon: Of course, every micronation needs a theme. What are we doing? I’d say simulating a nation. A real nation follows an ideology and it stands to reason that micronations should. In many ways it is a theme, but it probably goes a little deeper than that. In communist micronations the majority of people tend to be communists or socialists. If your going by the dictionary, Baracão is no more actually communist than the Babkhans are Persian or Slobovians are German. Communism is a part of our culture and an ideology which in real life many of us follow. It’d probably be hard for us to advocate fascism or monarchy in micronations because our real life principles still influence our decisions. Obviously, if we develop an economy it’ll be run along socialist lines, but other than that our socialism is a reflection of our real life beliefs and a set of principles we try to adapt to micronations. 

Citizen: Why do you think the majority of successful micronations seem to be monarchies of some sort? Would you agree that monarchy is the most effective way to govern a micronation? 

Chairman Ramon: I would totally disagree that monarchy is the most effective way to govern a micronation. The fact that many successful nations are monarchies is merely a reflection of the fact that they are often started by individuals and that one person likes to retain control of their creation. Baracão was different, it was founded from the very start by a group, a collective if you will. So for us a monarchy would not have and still won’t work. What does help nations are strong committed personalities willing to put effort in. 

Citizen: What precisely does your alliance with Babkha entail? 

Chairman Ramon: The nature of our alliance with Babkha is made clear in the Vençeremos-Rastakhiz Pact. We have a very deep respect for Babkha and are committed to doing all we can to help our allies. 

Citizen: Why do you think there seems to be very little political activity and campaigning in Baracao? The nation has at times been accused of discouraging its citizens to run against the leadership's favoured candidates in elections. Is there any truth to that? Does the Baracãoan government do anything to encourage political competition? Why the one-party system?

Chairman Ramon: I don’t think the current lack of political activity is a product of our system, but rather part of a general downturn in activity in our nation. There are always various theories about why activity goes down, all this talk of cycles and whatnot, and our nation is certainly much less active than several months ago. We are taking steps to solve this not in the short term, by poaching from other forums and so on, but in the long term by developing a concrete idea aimed at increasing citizenship. However, citizens aren’t enough and people must become involved to actively contribute. In the past we have made mistakes, we have concentrated power in the hands of too few people, we haven’t put enough effort into getting new citizens actively involved and this has cost us. As well as trying to get new citizens in the future, we aim to ensure that everybody is more involved and developing a more active political culture will encourage this. 

Our system is based on the idea of the citizenship, or the people, acting as one. We don’t want a political system that consists of rival cliques vying for power. We want a nation in which every citizen takes part in the political process as an individual and in which the nation acts as one on issues. That isn’t to say we want legislation passed unanimously or something, and we encourage debate and disagreement. But when it comes down to it we don’t want our state split into rival parties, we want a no-party system as it were. Part of this idea of the people acting as one, the people as the government, involves getting rid of competitions for power all the time. Our elections are based on choosing the best person for the job, not seeing who can make promises they wont keep to get most votes. We encourage political cooperation not competition. The one-party system allows us to do this. It is a common misconception that a one-party state is automatically a dictatorship. All decisions in our party are taken democratically and the party is forbidden by law from taking part in elections. This is the system we have chosen and we very much prefer it to other notions of “democracy” where small groups compete for control of the nation. 

As for allegations of the leadership discouraging people to stand against the “preferred” candidates, that is nonsense. I am willing to bet we have had more elections in the year or so of our history than most other nations around at the time and all of them have been conducted in the open for all to see. There has been no foul play on the part of Baracão in any of them. The difference is our elections consist of choosing somebody to represent the people and as the leadership and citizens are supposed to act as one, this doesn’t bring about huge changes. 

Citizen: Can you confirm or deny rumours that Baracão has a spy inside the Politikan government? Does Baracao engage in espionage activities against any other micronations? Does Baracao still consider Anarchy 21 a threat? 

Chairman Ramon: Obviously I will not comment on current DGI operations. We are willing to do what is needed to protect our nation. ‘Defend the Revolution’ is more than just a slogan.

Anarchy 21 are simply a front for the terrorist operations of the Politikan leadership. We consider them a threat not only to ourselves but to other nations. However, we are very disappointed in the lack of action by other micronations in dealing with the problem. Baracão has been trying to tackle this problem for a while now with little help except from our allies in Babkha. We will continue to try and deal with Anarchy 21 but always within the confines of micronational and macronational law. 

Citizen: Why does Baracao always seem to have a new constitution on the drawing board? How much will the new Rectification Campaign Constitution change the nature of Baracao? 

Chairman Ramon: We don’t always have a new constitution on the drawing board. As communists we feel it is very important to engage in criticism and self-criticism and correct mistaken ideas. We are always refining our system. In reality this will be our third constitution and will build on what we got right and hopefully correct what we got wrong. The new system we will adopt will lay the framework for a more active political culture in Baracão and is designed for the long term, at least that is the idea behind it. 

Citizen: What is your vision for the future of Baracão? 

Chairman Ramon: My vision? I’m not sure I have a vision as such. I hope to see a Baracão that is more active with many more citizens. When the original revolutionary leadership can take more of a backseat I will be happy.

Citizen: What do you think of micronational "socialism"? Is it all for show or is there any real substance? Do you believe in exporting socialism to other micronations, or supporting revolutions and civil wars? 

Chairman Ramon: Che Guevara once said, “we socialists are freer because we are more complete; we are more complete because we are freer”. Obviously I’m biased, but I just find left wing people are nicer when you get to know them. Maybe it’s not always shown in micronations because of the nature of the game but I feel micronations would definitely benefit from more socialists. Saying that though, we respect the right of people to choose their own governmental systems.

Citizen: Thank you very much, Chairman Ramon.
Politika has a reputation for secrecy across the micro-world, a reputation that stems primarily from two things: the fact that most Politikans come from a background outside of micronationalism, namely the Politics of the People Forum, and more obviously the fact that its legislature is strictly citizens only. That may all be about to change, as the House of Commons puts to vote the idea of opening up to the outside. In the meantime, Politika’s President Silby has given Citizen an exclusive sneak preview of what’s been going on all this time.

The first thing to notice is the enormous time gap between the one item at the top of the agenda, and the bulk of the forum’s contents filled only by the draft “Diplomacy Bill”. Apart from that and a point of order calling for a vote on opening the House, the latest thread is a report on the damage done to the Politickan statute book during a spam attack, dated the 24th of March. Is this the result of a lack of activity, or careful secret archiving? President Silby told us to consider it as a summer recess: “Making laws in Politika can be tiring”, he said.
The draft “Diplomacy Bill”, proposed by the Foreign Minister Tom Blake on the 27th of April doesn’t appear to have much significance, at first glance at least. It empowers the Politikan Foreign Ministry to, like any other foreign ministry, recognise other nations and governments, and it puts particular emphasis on the fact that recognition ceases in the case of a coup, rebellion or invasion. A controversial reference, we can only assume, to the relatively recent rift between Politika and Archetype’s Menelmacar.

While we were scanning the rest of the archive, we did find one gem that made this exercise worth our while – the discussion regarding a bill to exclude all Babkhan citizens from Politika. The thread consists essentially of an unopposed anti-Babkhan diatribe by each of the prominent Politikans of the time. How about this for a taster: “I think we should attack them anyway, they are a bunch of facists [sic]” – Bobby, 12/22/02. Since then, the conflict between the Baracão-Babkha and Politika-Attera axes has been erratic to say the least, although President Silby insists that Politika-Babkha relations have normalised. The Babkhan Exclusion Bill has since been repealed.

In conclusion, it seems we really haven’t been missing that much by being locked out of Politika’s legislative discussion, but if they do decide to open up, Politikan politicians will have to be careful when it comes to the patriotic speeches.

The Great Debate

It’s pretty likely in micronationalism that somewhere, each month, someone will be discussing the finer philosophical points of the hobby: does it actually have a point, and if so why are so few people apparently interested in it? Citizen will bring you the best of this debate, every month, because we still have half a column to fill.

This month’s Great Debate comes to you from Baracão, where the “Peace between Baracão and Politika” thread has gone decidedly off course. A government plot?

“The thing is, micronations is very much a game. Although it has rules and can appear to activate emotions in people, it's not exactly serious and isn't taken by people as such.” 

– Antonio Vitores Ramon
“I think many, many people take micronations way too seriously.”

- ElDorni

“Just another hobby if you ask me”

- Archetype23

“Yeah, but a hobby worse than train spotting!”

- Fidel Nico

“No train spotting is worse since people see the spotters in action, micronationalists for the most part benefit from anonymity.”

- Ardashir Khan

“I remember Pogs, Magic and Pokemon. I would choose micronationalism any day over them.”

- Rakesh86
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Editor-in-Chief Tom Cutterham


Welcome to Citizen Online.





Citizen Online is the online version of Citizen, a newspaper planned as an advert for the entire micronational community. You’ll have to wait and see how, when Citizen itself is launched some time in the future.





For now, sit back and enjoy free, quality micronational news and features. If you feel at all guilty that I’ve been working on this throughout my week off, missing valuable exam revision, which you should, details for donating are on page five.
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Micronations on the Net


Citizen reviews websites


http://geocities.com/vicentearruda/





This first instalment of “Micronations on the net” features a micronation totally unknown to me, plucked from obscurity on the bottom of the micro-nations.org directory, the United Kingdom of Azores.





The first thing to notice about its site is the friendly “Security Warning” box asking me if I want to install and run “(after accepting our agreements) Precision Time/Date Manager”. No, thanks.





The second is that the front page actually looks good, although the title is in a foreign language. Looks like Portuguese: at first glance I stared in horror at “Reiunao” before I realised it was “Reino”, kingdom. A quick check back to the directory confirms that the micronation’s language is Portuguese only. Well that’s okay, we’re a multi-cultural newspaper.





It’s a geocities website, but they use a cjb subdomain redirect. On entering, the site looks basic in design, but the details, where so many micronations are let down, have quality. The art is quite impressive. 





Unfortunately, there’s no in-site option for an English version, but that’s okay when I’ve got my trusty Google website translator: “Either Welcome to the Official Small farm of the Joined Kingdom of the Açores , a new option of amused and instigante nationality.” Excellent.





An interesting feature of the site is a trio of options to the top right. One is to e-mail the webmaster, but the other two are actually interesting – a link to a separate site where you can send electronic Azores postcards, and even better, a “Manual for the New Citizen” which is actually quite detailed on what possibilities there are for new citizens.





The United Kingdom of the Azores was founded, apparently, in 1998. Unfortunately, all their journals seem to have ceased around May 2002, but the nation must still exist somewhere.


65% Good art, broken links
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Citizen talks to President Silby and Chairman Ramon
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Support Citizen Online





How to donate to Citizen Online guilty conscience:





If you don’t have a micronational bank account, get one at the Royal Bank of Hanover - www.mphyle.com/sfoong/





From your Hanoverian account, transfer your donation to account “brunswick”, recommended 20 Talen.





If you have an account somewhere else, e-mail and tell us where, so we can set up an account and receive your donation – 


citizen_editor@yahoo.co.uk
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If the Chairman of Baracão slips on a banana-skin, North Babkha rebels against the Shah, or Sirithil actually sets foot in his own nation, you need to know about it!





By subscribing to Citizen Online, you get a notification by e-mail every time there’s a new edition, and you’ll also receive occasional special features exclusive to subscribers.





All you need to do is follow the procedure for donating to us, but make sure you pay at least T20 (negotiable in other currencies), and e-mail us with your name, micronation, and the e-mail address where you want to receive your notifications.








Write to 


Citizen Online





If you have something to say about the micronational, or even the macronational news, or about the newspaper itself, then write to us. We’ll print up to a page’s worth of letters a month, and if you send the star letter, we’ll refund your subscription (or give you one, if you don’t have one).





Send your e-mails to


citizen_editor@yahoo.co.uk





Mob Rule: Citizen gets an Exclusive Look at Politika’s House of Commons
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Profile of a


Micronationalist





This column will, each month, contain information about the real person behind the ezboard screen-name of some of the world’s famous micronationalists. This month, to get the ball rolling, the subject will be me, 


Tom Cutterham





Real Name: Tom Cutterham, I’ve never used a false name.





Age: 15.





Place of residence: Kent, England. I live with my mum and stepdad, and brother.





Other hobbies: I used to play the piano. Play tennis sometimes.





Favourite…





Food: Bread and butter pudding.





Film: The Truman Show, if I had to choose one.





Music: I don’t listen to much music, but I like more or less anything that’s not heavy metal. Currently I mostly listen to the Buena Vista Social Club.





Sport: Skiing, the only sport I’m good at.





Sports Team: Chelsea Football Club, but I’m not a very good supporter.





Academic Subject: History, but I wish we had a better topic for GCSE than 1920s America.














